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'PREFACE. 



OoNTBOTEBST With brethren is pecoliarly painfiil, and seldom 
or ever profitable. The following pages being chieflj of a 
controversial character, never wqold have been written, had 
not the subjects been forced upon i^ in the form of qnes- 
tions, which I fonnd myself bonfid'''in consdence either to 
answer, in support of my present views^ or embrace the theo- 
ries which the qnestions were formed to support 

Anxious to strengthen, rather than weaken the power of 
Christian love, all modes of expression tending to injure that 
divine, tender, and sensitive feeling, have been studiously 
avoided; knowing that many of my brethren in the Lord, 
whom I value as my own life, hold sentiments the veiy 
opposite of those which t have, in these pages, endeavoured 
to sustain. Truth, only truth, is my object. 

Whatever they may think of my arguments, it is my 
ardent desire that they who differ from me may have no just 
cause of complaint, as to the manner in which subjects so 
important have been treated, and that they will cheerfully 
aocord the same liberty to me, which they justly claim for 
themselves. 

The Pre-millennial doctrines have often been represented 
aft an essential part of the Gospel, and almost necessary to sal- 
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vation, and oertainlj requisite to comfortable communion and 
adaptation for the exercise of ministry among the brethren 
who maintain those views — ^no matter how gifted or unob- 
jectionable in all other respects, the absence of these views 
induces coldness and even disapprobation. While utterly 
rejecting any other bond of union among the Lord's people 
than a vital and well ascertained identity^ with Him, formed 
in the judgment of charity, I, too, muntain that the subjects 
in question are momentous, and that on which side soever 
errors lie, the evils will be commensurate to the nature and 
extent of the errors themselves. 

Now if it can be proved from plain Scripture testimony, 
that what I have advanced against the theories of Pre-mfl- 
lenniaHsls, is contraiy to the teaching of the New Testament, 
I promise not only to renounce my present views, but to 
receive those views which at present appear to me erroneous. 
But the evidence adduced must be plain Scripture truth, not 
applied to answer and end, but bearing the same meaning in 
its contextual connection, and teaching the same doctrine as 
that for which it is quoted to establish, so that the sense 
given to it could be introduced into the sacred page, and 
stand as an integral part of the same. When the doctrine 
which I hold is overthrown in this way, I will abandon it, 
and not till then. No Christian can justly object to this 
rale. On this principle, one dass of Scripture texts can 
never be brought to contradict another dasa— since there 
must be an absolute harmony in whatever Grod has revealed; 
and we may assume it as a sacred axiom, that Christ and 
his witnesses have given the true account of the manner of 
his coming — ^the objects and results of his coming; and that 
we ought not to form any opinion, or receive any theories on 
these, or any other doctrines purportmg to be from God, 
unless they are coincident and identical with the self-evident 
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teaching of onr Lord and his Apostles. On this principle let 
me be judged; by it I stand or falL 

Relying on the plain testimony of God, ^ven as in plain, 
precise, and historic style, commanding onr faith, and reach- 
ing onr consdence, I have undertaken to prove that Christ is 
a king — has a kingdom of grace, while he roles over all 
worlds; that he will continne so to role in grace and power, 
till he brings the many sons unto glory; that his church — 
bis kingdom— consisting of himself and his people, did not 
corrupt itself, and could not; that this, the present, dispen- 
sation — the perfection of wisdom — the utmost extent to 
which wisdom in planning, and prudence in executing could 
go — ^will not be superseded, and another instituted; that 
there will be no re-institution of sacrifice; that the present 
dispensation will yet put forth all its virtue, and display its 
effidency daring the Millennial reign ; that all the righteous 
and all the wicked shall be simultaneously raised, the living 
saints changed, and stand before the judgment seat of Christ ; 
that, the judgment passed, the conflagration will take place, 
then new heavens and earth arise, ushering in the eternal 
state. 

This looks like divine arrangement — simple, harmonious, 
consistent 
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DIFFICULTIES AS TO THE EEKOSHIP OF CHRIST. 

I. QuBTioff — WhtX is the Kingship of Christ, and what is 
the kingdom over wliich he will reign? 

The issue of the whole controversy is really involved in 
the Sngship. And here the difficnlties really begin. For if 
Christ, in plain terms be not a king, we who take the affir- 
mative of the question, have no ground on which to stand; 
but if Christ be a king, then the negative is not only false, 
but it involves dangerous consequences. The advocates of 
the premillennial advent are not agreed on this important 
subject Dr. M^eile, in his sermons on the second advent, 
when commenting on the first verse of the 1 10th Psahn, ** Sit 
tboQ on my right hand until" — asks until when? Till thou 
wflt leave my right hand and at on thine own throne- 
when he shall have delivered up the kingdom which he at 
present enjoys — the mvisible kingdom of Providence — when 
the Lord Jesus shall have subdued all things to himself, then 
shall he be prepared to leave the Father's throne, and set up 
his kingdom on the earth as the second Adam. 

This is truly a concession to truth, so far as it goes — and 
ministers a just rebuke to those who, in defiance of most ample 
testonony, affirm that he is not a king, except merely in title, 
still it is painful to hear such a man as Dr. M'Neile taldng 
such liberties with God, who says, ** Sit thou at my right 
band, *till / make thine enemies thy fbotstooL" **'TiIl 
when,^ says Dr. M^Neile? «'tlll thou shalt leave it," <&c. 
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Should the Doetor detect a Sodnian, or some ^ssenter, quot- 
ing and mangling Scripture thus, the fire of in^gnation would 
dart like lightning fix>m his eagle eje, and honest reboke from 
his eloquent lips. 'Tis the sysUm does this. A creature 
suppresses the words of the Eternal, and snbstitntes his own; 
the meaning being directly opposite, as proved by the nnme- 
roQS quotations of the same text, made bj the Holj Ghost 
himsdf, by the witnesses of Jesos. When wiU good men 
cease to make a tue of Scriptnrel 

The excellent Mr. Bickersteth "admits that there is a 
preparatory spiritnal kingdom already i& existence.'' Tes^ 
verily, its king and possessor is not of this world — ^it is a 
dirine and spiritual administration, aJll its subjects are bora 
from above, its moral elements are unchangeable, eternaL 
" Righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy GhosL" 

But Mr. Brooks says, " The notion that the kingdom of 
Christ signifies the present visible church, or the Ghiistian 
religion in the hearts of God's people — and that it has been 
mani^Mted to die world ever since the estabEshraent of Chris- 
tianity, is, in the main, erroneous." Surely he must have 
forgotten that so far as its subjects are Christ's kingdom, 
'* they are a chosen generation, a royal Priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people, not conformed to tlus workl, but 
transformed, by the renewing of the mind, showing fi)rth 
the praises of him who hath called them out of daikness 
into his marvellons light." Did Mr. Bi'ooks forget the two 
great mysteries of the kingdom? '^God manifest in the 
flesh — Christ in his people the hope of glory." I fear many 
of God's dear people, having placed thems^ves in a wrong 
position, see his kingdom through false media. But more on 
this subject in its proper place; when the fact of his King- 
ship will be proved. 

Were it maintained that what has existed since Christ 
ascended to the throne of glory, is preparatory to hb final 
triumph, that would be undispntable; but to question or 
deny him now positive regal glory, and the ample sphere of 
its exercise, infringes on his Divinity. 1 thought his teach- 
ing, miracles, vicarious death, reauri^ection, his ascent to the 
right band of power, the descent of the Spirit to establish 
his claims, the ministry of reconciliation — that the Lord might 
dwell among his people— -these were the preparatirea for the 
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establishment of his kingdom, whOe they demonstrated that 
he is the Chrutj the Saviour — ^tbe Lord, the sovereign mler. 

K. D., of the ChrMan Examiner, Dnblin, 1840, an nn- 
compromising advocate of what he deems to be tmth, main- 
tains, '* that Christ has not yet entered on his Idngdom, bnt 
that he is now on his Father's throne as a priest; and that 
the sacerdotal and kingly offices are necessarily incompati- 
ble.^' Bnt the bare assertion of a good, and even a great, 
man cannot be taken as proof on any snbject of revelation ; 
bnt this is not only without proof, bnt the contraiy is proved 
in the case of Melchizedec, who was donbly a king, as well 
as a priest. ** Funst, bemg by interpretation or translation, 
king of righteoQsness, and after that, also king of Salem, 
which is king of peace." To meet this, it is snrely to no 
purpose to tell as, **that we have no evidence that he per- 
formed any kingly act;" to this it is sufficient to say, *' we 
have no evidence to the contrary;" therefore his Kingship is 
onimpeachaUe. He was donbly a king; withont predeces- 
sor or successor, his two-fold office remained in abeyance 
from the period of his removal till resumed in the person of 
our Lord; of whom I have heard it gravely asserted that he 
is not now acting in, or according to the order of Melchize- 
dec, bnt accofding to the order of Aaron I rather a strange 
mode of getting lid of difficulties. 

Lord Mandevilie thinks that Christ has received a kingdom 
and authority co-ordinate with the Father, whidi co-ordinate 
authority he will give up at the close of the present £spen- 
sation; and that he will then receive a subordinate kingdom 
of which there will be no end I 

When on a subject so momentous, good and learned men 
differ so widely, it is not too much to say, that a system ge- 
nerating such difficulties, must be in its veiy nature, beset 
with thonu. Revelation on this subject seems to be pecu- 
liarly transparent As the court of final appeal, *Met us 
hear what tiie Sjnrit saith to the Churches." 

*« As thou hoBt given him power over all flesh," to bestow 
etenal life on those who believe, and break in pieces incor- 
rigible enemies. ^^AU pofwer in heaven and in earth is given 
uBtome; go ye, therefore. Lol / am with you always," 
^ / will superintend the af&nrs of my owd administration 
to its final dose. This is veiy plain. 

A 3 
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At the grave of Lanins Jesus declared himaelf to be ''the 
reamrection and the life," instantly caUmg Laaams from the 
tomb, decomposition having had time to set in. fib own 
resurrection is the result H his own innate infinite power; 
yet he is said to have been raised fii^m the dead by the gloiy 
of the Father; it was an act of justice, the vindication of the 
beloved Son of God; the proof of his divinity and of the per- 
fection and acceptance of sacrificot And this act of jnstice 
resulted in " his setting him at lus own right hand in the 
heavenly places; far idbove all piindpafity and power, and 
might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this worid, hot also that which is to come; and hath 
put all things under his feet, and given him to be the head 
over all things to the Chuith, M^ mmu ni f axXqa*!^*' for 
the salvation, benefit, |^ry of the Church— *'* to give life 
to those given to Ami." Tl^ is not prophecy. Every part 
of it is true in the measure, as to time, in which his power 
has been wielded. Nothing has been left nndooe of what he 
is exalted to do, up to the present hour. No Christian can 
negative this; no angel can. Therefore, it is not merely 
over the providential kingdom that Jesus sways his sceptre, 
but as he created aU things, so he i^^AoUs all things by the 
word of his power. £very thmg in creation belongs to Jesas; 
all subjects of moral government are subjected to his conteuL 
The angels that kept not their first estate, but left their own 
habitation, acknowledge this. ** What have «oe to do with 
thee, Jesus, Son of the Most Kgh God; art thou eome to 
torment us before the timeP' No question of his authority 
or kingdom arises among theuL 

As our highest and holiest anticipations are at stake in 
these discussions, and as they can be settled only by the self- 
evident teaching of our Lord and his witnesses, it will be 
necessary briefiy to follow the train of their testimony on these 
interesting and vital subjects 

Was Nathaniel mistaken when he endaimed, Babbi, thon 
art the Son of Go4» then art tii^ Kuig of Israeli To me, it 
seems there is the same ground fbr denying the firrt of these 
titles as the second, the eaa neeessarily mdudes the other; 
both rest on theeame evidence^ as will be proved 1^ passages 
to which no seoeodaiy' meaning can possibly be given, with-* 
out yiolence to the sacred text 
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■ The well known daim of Jesus to Borereignty induced the 
Jews to hj snares for him, and gave them the opportunity 
of testing him as to his anthori^. ^* Now Moses in the law 
commanded ns that snch should be stoned; but what sayest 
thou?" Adjudicate in this case thou King, Messiah I That 
worn out system was not his kingdom, but it was the prepa- 
ration for it; but he did not compromise his just daims even 
then. Another incident bears on the same subject: '*Is it 
lawfhl to give tribute unto C«sar, or not? shall we give, or 
shall we not give? Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? show 
me a penny; whose image and superscription hath it? they 
say unto him Gssar's ; render thereifore unto Ctesar the things 
that are Gasar's, and unto God the things that are Grod's.'' 
Here there is no compromise, as to his Kingship, no collision 
with the claims of Gassar. 

This well known and well founded daim constituted what 
lawyers would call the gravamen of his offence as to Pilate, 
and a difficulty to which the Jews reduced him ; ** If thou let 
this man go thou art not Gnsar's friend; whosoever maketh 
himself a king speaketh against Gssar." Thus compelled, 
Pilate, as viceroy, begins his legal examination, *^ Art thou 
a king then? Thou sayest that which I am, a king; to this 
end was I bom, and for this cause came I into the world 
that I might bear witness to the truth, every one that is of 
the truth heareth my voice;" confesses me to be the Messiah 
the Prince; acknowledges my just claims, and belongs to my 
kingdom. 

Hear Paul addressmg Hmothy: *^ I give thee charge, in 
M^t of God, and before Jesus Ghrist, who before Pontius 
PUate witnessed a good confession," that he was, then, is 
now, and shall be till all his enemies are destroyed xan^fi^ i 
a king, not merely in title but in fact There, threatened 
with death in its most odious and terrific form, bufietted, 
ittsoltedt loaded with the most bitter reproach Satan could 
suggest and Jewish malignancy utter, deserted by his friends, 
and seemingly unacknowledged by heaven, he maintains his 
integrity, and in all the moral grandeur of eonsdous innocence 
iMCrts his own prerogatives. And shall we now trifle about 
a daun so august, so awful; shall we presume to assign the 
legal goremment a sphere, now here, now there, as if it 
weie not already a point settled by the dictum of the Eternal 1 



12 THE DIFFICDLTIES OF THK 

What would Panl have said had Timothy made the reply 
which I have often heard, '* he is not yet a king, not a bit 
of a king?"' nndonbtedly Timothy's mission would have ended 
there. Not a king I why this is essential to his missioB. 
He is a king dying for his people, but not the less a king. 
glorious philanthropy I My soul, adhere to Jesus; stand 
unmoved by their speculations; maintain till death the honor 
of his name I give him thy undivided allegiance! 

Isaiah, rapt in the spirit, sees him amid the seraplum; 
they cry, *' Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the earth 
is fnU of his gloiyP Isaiah exclaims, ** Wo is me, I am 
undone, I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell among a 
people of unclean lips, for nunc eyes have seen the king the 
Lord of Hosts.'' *' These things said Isaiah when he saw 
his glory and spake of him."— John, xiL 41. This question 
affects the veracity of Jesus; his testimony is the soul of 
prophecy. It may possibly be objected to this passage ftcm 
Isaiah, '' that it refers to Christ as Lord of Hosts, but not to 
him as the Messiah ;" this comes not with a good grace from 
those whose arguments rest almost exclusively on the lan- 
guage of unfulfilled prophecy; certainly its testimony is not 
weakened by its fulfilment. This sublime prediction is quoted 
at least three times, both by the Lord and his witnesses, and 
they have neither modified nor weakened its authority, as to 
this great question. 

Let us now hear Peter, to whom Jesus gave the keys of 
the kingdom, the honour of opening it on the great Pente- 
costal occasion: — ^^Men and brethren, let me freely speak 
unto you of the patriarch David. Being a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of 
the fruit of his loins he would raise up Christ to sit on his 
(David's) throne; he seeemg this before spoke of the resur- 
rection of Christ. This Jesus God hsth raised up, whereof 
we are all witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of 
God exalted, and having received of tiie Father the promiae 
of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this. Therefore let 
all the hou&e of Israel know assuredly that God hath made 
that same Jesus, whom ye have cradfied, both Lord aad- 
Christ." — ^Acts, iL Here it is plahdy and foreiUy staled 
that the specified promise to David had its aoeom^ishment in 
the resuxrection and exaltation of Jesua to the li^ hand of 
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power, and tbat the first exercise of his regal authority and 
kingly munificence was to send down the Spirit, the conse- 
quences of which they bad seen and heard ; addbg, ** that 
God had made that same Jesus, whom they had crucified, 
both Lord and Christ" Thus, hb present exaltation is the 
demonstration of his supremacy, his Lordship as the Christ. 
*' Let all the house of Israel know assuredly;" know what? 
know that Grod had fulfilled his promise to David in the exalta- 
tion of David's son according to the fiesh, and what was in- 
tended by David's throne had been fulfilled ; and that the House 
of Israel owed allegiance to Jesus of Nazareth whom they had 
crucified. If this be not the force and evident meaning of 
the speaker, his statement is not only irrelevant, but wholly 
unworthy of the occasion. 

As the equal and the fellow of the Living God, Christ sits 
on the right hand of the throne, the head of all principality 
and power. But that same throne is also the seat of power, 
where he, as David's Son according to the flesh, and David's 
successor, exercises dominion over the Israel of God. In 
his mediatorial reign, as the husband of the Church, the 
head of his people, he admits them to fellowship with him- 
self in his exaltation: therefore, they constitute with him a 
royal Priesthood, on the same principle as they have fellow- 
ship with him in bis death, his resurrection, and ascension 
with him to the throne of glory. 

Will our brethren wbo differ from, and endeavour to ex- 
cuse us on the ground of our ignorance, allow that the Apos- 
tles, speaking by the Holy Ghost, gave the true sense of the 
prophetic word? If they do, let them accompany us to the 
beantifhl gate of the temple, and then to the sanhedrim, and 
hear Peter's defence: — "The God of our fathers raised up 
his Son Jesus, whom ye delivered up — ^ye denied the holy 
one and the just — ^ye killed the Prince of Life, whom God 
hath raised up. He is Messiah the Prince, but not in your 
sense of it." They mistook more than the time of Messiah's 
reign. He came, not to confirm their prejudices and gratify 
thdr ambition, but to destroy these nationalities, and to reign 
in a dispensation of mercy, ^ving fife to the world. Hear 
their snblime and beautifU prayer on joining their own com- 
piiiy:.^««They Med up their v<noe to God with one accord, 
and said, Lord, thou art God, who ha«t made heaven and 
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earth, and the sea, and all that in them ig, who bj the 
mouth of thy servant David, hast said, why did the heatheD 
rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of 
the earth stood np, and the mlers were gathered together 
against the Lord and agunst his Christ For, of a tmth, 
against thy holy child, Jesns, whom thoa hast anointed; 
both Herod and Pontios Pilate, with the Gentiles» and the 
people of Israel were gathered together," &c. 

It may be assumed as incontrovertible that this prayer 
was by a direct impulse of the Holy Ghost; but it was also 
his interpretation of the second Psahn; the bands and cords 
which those specified enemies of Jesus wished to snap asun- 
der and give to the winds, were just the cords of love by 
which Jesus was drawing to himself the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel, and the gentle administration of that moral 
government of which he is the administrator. Against Jesus 
U)e combined energies of the civil and ecclesiastical rulers of 
the day were vigorously directed. " He that sitteth in the 
heavens holds them in derision." The decree is announced, 
*' I ham set my King on my holy hill of Zion." What Zion? 
Jerusalem above is free; tiie mother of all believers. Tk^ 
Mount Zion which is above, the mOropolis of the Mesfiah^s 
kingdom. Kiss the Son, salute him King, submit to his 
sceptre, or " be dashed to pieces as a potter's vessel" 

Has the Holy Spirit rightly inteipreted his own word? 
If he has, then he spoke of what was exisdng, and passing 
at the time, and not of what has not yet taken plaoe. The 
transactions of the Pentecostal period can never again take 
place, therefore this prophecy can never have another fulfil- 
ment Messiah was reigning then, and shall till aU his ene- 
mies are destroyed. Prefening ApostoliG commentaries to 
the most laboured efforts of oratory, or creations of the live- 
liest fancy, let us view this Saviour Prince as his witnesses 
present him to us, in their various quotations of the 1 10th 
Psahn. 

^* Jehovah said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, 
taU I make thme enemies thy footstool" Now the prodse 
time when the period began during which this is to be done^ 
was, when he had offerod one sacrifice for sin.— -Aeb. iSL 
13. ^Ikwd i$ not aaceniM into the heavens, but he said 
himseK the Lc^ said iwto my Loi4i ait thou on my i^ik 
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hand, till I make thy foes thy foototooL^ Thei^ore what? 
that God hath made that same Jesus a Priest^ and that some 
thooaand of years hence he will be a King? no. He hath 
sow constituted him both Lord and Christ. A Soyereign, 
to dispense royal mercy, and controol, and pat down all ene* 
mies; a Savioar, to bestow repentance and remission of 
sins." In the consecntive acts recorded by Paul, the lan- 
guage is equally explicit. That he offered one sacrifice which 
is never to be repeated, because its yalue is infinite, is not 
denied. That the proof of its acceptance, his sitting on the 
right hand of God is not denied; why then should the ob* 
ject for which he is seated there be denied? Why allow 
the language its self-evident meaning in one part of the sen- 
tence, and not in the other? Has it not been declared more 
than once that he is seated there tUl his foes be made his 
footstool Whose foes? £mmannel's foes. Was it not against 
the anticipated manifestation of his headship that the first 
rebellion was projected? Its great leader stood not in the 
truth. What truth? The very truth for which Jesus eon- 
tended with the Jews.— John 8; and for which he is the 
king of martyrs. Against him, as the image of the inyisi- 
ble God, the current of moral evil has always been directed; 
Satan and all his hosts impelling it But God hath glorified 
and highly exalted him. The reward of the legal victory 
which he obtuned, when fulfilling all righteousness in huma* 
nity, he spoiled principalities and powers, making a show of 
them openly, triumphing over them on the cross — ^then the 
justice and impartiality of Jehovah would be manifest m the 
exercise of mercy to man, while inflicting the penalty on sin- 
ning angels, to whom no fitvour can ever be shown, unless a 
provision were made similar to that which justifies God in 
saving man. *^ He took not on him the nature of angels." 
The hour and power of darkness past, and all his claims 
▼indicated by the Father, it remains that ^' he shall reign tUl 
all his enemies be put under his feet." For if we admit that 
when the Holy Spirit quotes himself^ he gives the true mean- 
ing of what he cites, fitting at the right hand of Qod^ » 
synonimous with rtigning^ Am ya^ oMv ^aM>jntw^ for he 
must be a Kmg, exercise aover^gn^, till idl his enemies are 
put mider his feet>— *' For he bi^ pat all thmgs under hia 
fi^et. But when be saith* ail things are put under hun» it is 
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manifest that he is excepted who did pat all things under 
bim.'^ The exception proves the rale; in the wide nniyerse 
of God there is only the one excepted. The enemies to be 
pat down are his enemies, they are to be made his footstool ; 
the throne on which he is sitting is his own, as well the 
Idngdom oyer which he presides as the Mediator. Accord- 
ing to the Psalm " the Father engages to do it,** in the 
quotation Christ does it himself from the throne, for the 
f^ency by which it is done, and the seat of anthority from 
which it is done are both the Father's and the Son's; they 
are the Father's, of whom are all things; they are the 
Son's by inheritance and administration. ''My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work, all that the Father haa is 
mine." In the Psalm the Father engages to do this, the 
one oflfbring being made of infinite efficiency, the apostle 
sees him amid the hierarchies of heaven in the highest seat, 
in the attitude of nnmffled tranquillity, till all the enemies of 
his regal glory be made his footstool 

We must not overlook the mseparable connection between 
the priestly and kingly offices as expressed here; when he 
had offered one sacrifice for sins, he for ever sat down ex- 
pecting the snbjngation of his enemies, it is not merely the 
succession of events, the one is the necessary, the inseparable 
consequence of the other; it was the resumption of the glory 
which he had with the Father before the world wasy now en- 
hanced by his obedience unto death in offering the one sacri- 
fice; the enthronization of our great High Priest is his weQ 
merited reward. From henceforth^ tu^ until ; he must reign 
during the whole lapse of time at the Father's right hand, 
until he come to dose the mediatorial administration by the 
resurrection and final judgment If the 1 10th Psalm be the 
inspiration of God, and if the comments made on it by the 
Holy Ghost are true, the conclusion is inevitable, for the 
language employed is the simple historic style incapable of 
receiving any other meaning or interpretation. If the original ' 
text, and all the commentaries made on it, affirm that Christ 
will remain where he is tOl all his enemies be made his foot- 
stool, by what canon of interpretation can it be proved that 
the proper reign of Christ hath not then commenced, and 
cannot commence till he literally sits on David's throne in 
Jerusalem? I have great cariosity to know how this ques- 
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tion can be answered according to the laws of evidence, hj 
which we betieve that Jesns is the Christ 

It has been maintained by learned and esteemed brethren, 
that the sacerdotal fnnctions are necessarily incompatible as 
to their exercise by the same person at the same thne. 

Withont citing the case of Melchizedec, who was not 
only a priest, but donbly a king ** first, by interpretation 
King of Righteousness, and secondly. King of Salem which 
is King of Peace,'' which onght ever to prevent the utterance 
of a sentiment so rash — ^let ns enqnire what are the proper 
acts of a king, a sovereign prince — ^to legislate, administer 
his own legislation, and to judge. 

Come then to the Mount and listen to Jesus while he 
abrogates many of the national statutes ^ven at Mount 
Smaif and introduces the elements of a new code for the new 
dispensation. ** It hath been said of old time — but / say 
unto yon." The reiteration and assertion of authority in 
the sermon on the Mount, manifest intolerable presumption 
on any other ground, than that it is indeed the King of glory 
who thus legislates. 

His personal ministry closed, his mart3rrdom over, his 
sacrifice offered, the atonement finished, and victor over 
death, standing on the Mount of Olives in all the moral 
grandeur of the Divine Majesty, he inaugurates the new dis- 
pensation the reign of peace, grace, and mercy. — " All 
power in heaven and on earth is given unto me, go ye there- 
fore and make disciples of all nations, teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever / have commanded you." Is 
not this an exercise of kingly authority equal to what was 
witnessed on the flaming Mount? Then the engagement to 
saperintend that administration to the final close. '* Lo / am 
with you always even to the end of the worid." Can any 
question the assertion of royal prerogative here? As none 
bat the supreme can make laws, so none but the supreme 
can pardon the violation of law. Did Jesus pardon sin of 
his own right? ** That ye may know that the Son of Man 
hath power on earth to forgive sins, &e." he said '* Thy sins 
he forgiven theeJ" It belongs not to sacerdotal office to par- 
don but to atone. But to pardon is a royal act; therefore 
Jeaus is a king not in name only but in fact In the days of 
his hamiliation angels ministered unto him ; raised from the 
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dead, asoended to gloiy, oonfessed ^^LcrdofcM^ the com* 
mand issues from the eternal throae, '* Let all the angeb of 
Qod ivorMp hiniL" Whom should the angels worship but 
their King and Lord? This may be oonMdered the highest, 
the most ample reoogoition of him as to his regal glorj. 
Here there is no nsarpation, the homage of all holj beings 
rendered to him in whom dwelleth all the fulness (^the God- 
head bodily, \a toihe glory of Ood th^ F€Uher^ by whom he 
addressed in the following manner: — '^Thy throne, 
God, is for ever and ever, a sceptre of righteousness is the 
sceptre of thy kingdom." And let no one say, these quotar 
tions from the Psfdms, in the first chapter to the HebrewSv 
is merely prophecy quoted but not f^ilfilled, for that would 
effectually invalidate the testimony to those to whom he was 
writing. The Jews probably never doubted the application 
of those passages to the Messiah; but the object of the Spirit 
was to prove that they had then been fulfilled in Jesui of 
Noaaretfu' 

I now come to the second part of the first question-^ 
** What is the kingdom over which he wUl reignP^ 

The word kingdom is the correllative of king — they can 
have no proper separate existence. In proving his Kingship, 
the existence and nature of his kingdom are involved. The 
Bi^itist was the Messiah's herald. *' The law and the pro- 
phets were until John ; since that time the kingdom of God 
is preached, and every man presseth into if — Luke xvL 1& 
John declared the kingdom to be at hand: while the people 
pretended to be looking for it, Christ declared it to be am<mg 
them. To Nicodemns he asserted the necessity of a new 
birth, either to see or enter it. 

This divine Christocracy is a spiritual r^gn — a new crea- 
tion. Christ is the first of this kingdom, as well as the 
author of it Adam, the federal head, the fountain of hu- 
manity, brought sin, condemnation, humiliation, mortality, on 
all his descendants; the second man, the Lord from heaven, 
dying to redeem, brings pardon, justification, life, immortality, 
to all who shall live in and by him. *' He b the first-born 
among many brethren, the first begotten from the dead, the 
beginning of the creation of God." 

What brings down that multitude of the heavenly host? 
On what great behest are they commissioned to this region 
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of sin and deadi-*-t]u8 wor]d nsorped by Satan? To see 
the be^ning of the new creation in the manger at Bethle* 
hem — this restorer of man, the new-bom king, the resnrreo- 
tion and the life. Small at the first, neglected and unknown 
by man, there he lies, who is to snbdne all things to himself. 

To the request of certain Greeks who desired to see Jesns, 
he replies, *' Except a com of wheat fall into the ground and 
die, it aMdeth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit; and I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me.'* — John xiL 32. The hour was come that he 
should be glorified. He is lifted up on the cross — his blood 
is shed for the redemption of man — ^he dies — he falls into the 
earth. It is the hour and the power of darkness— *the des- 
tiny of man trembles in the balance. Humanity, there, sown 
in weakness, shall liae in power. The third morning dawns, 
the earth trembles, she labours, but brings forth ralyation. 
He comes forth just 'and having salvation; humanity saved, 
rises with him. The same power manifested in his resur* 
rection has ever since been exerted in drawing to him the 
beirs of glory, working sidvation in them. By the same life- 
^ving power he will raise them up at the last day. By this 
mighty moral agency, ''they are translated from the power 
of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son." Lan- 
guage unworthy of the sacred page, if Jesus Christ had no 
kingdom into which to translate his people. But if he has 
a kingdom, then his Kingship is established. Over this 
Idngdom, as Crod and King, he has presided as head and 
Lord through all its trials and vicissitudes; and whatever 
may be the modes hereafter adopted to consummate the end 
of the Incarnation, he will reign over it, till it will be ddi' 
vered up to the Father^ that the Oodhead may beallinall. 

This is the Church against which all the powers of the 
invisible world can never prevail; this is the trae heavenly, 
and eternal theocracy, prefigured by the old earthly one, 
that hath passed away. This new kingdom received its form 
and establishment when the king thereof was glorified; when 
the body of the Son of God, in which he had been exceed- 
ing soiTowful, even unto death, was brought into the pos- 
session and enjoyment of that blessedness which he had with 
the Father before the world was. 

By this great event, all, who, from the beginning, had 
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died in the faith of the promiBe, with all who were then on 
earth) and ever since have believed in its accomplishment, 
fbnn one body, ander Christ, their common head. Till 
Jeans, the Head of the new creation, was glorified, the Spi- 
rit, as the mighty agent, giving life and carrying ont the ob- 
ject of the new economy, was not given. Then the spirits 
of jnst men were made perfect, '^ God having provided some 
better things for ns, that they without ns should not be made 
perfect" — Heb. xL 39, 40. They had not received the ful- 
filment of the promise, bnt joyfnl in the expectation, and 
chosen from the beginning, they were now incorporated into it 

Under the earthly theocracy the holy angels exercised the 
high powers given them, either for judgment or mercy; bnt 
now, under the new order of this kingdom, learning by the 
Church, the manifold wisdom of God, they see more of the 
Divine glory, and enjoy greater happiness, while arranged 
under their glorious head, they exercise their ministry for 
those who shall be heirs of salvation.'* 

The centre and seat of this kingdom is in the heavens. 
During the earthly theocracy, Jerusalem was the seat of 
power and centre of worship. Now the true worshippers 
turn neither to the East nor to the West; the mental eye, 
the affectionate heart taught and moved by the Spirit, ascend 
to that throne on which Jesus, exalted a Prince and a Sa- 
viour, appears in the presence of God, as the great High 
Priest of his people's profession. This kingdom is called the 
kingdom of heaven, because it is heavenly, not earthly, its 
metropolis is in heaven. All the power of this kingdom is 
exerteid by the King himself; he has no deputy, representa- 
tive, or vicar. It can never be moved; no enemy can ap- 
proach it; its interests and immunities are eternally securcKL 

The selected bodies in the apostolic times, were viewed and 
described '* as in God the Father, and in the Lord Jesus 
Christ" — 1 Thess. i. 1. In the degree in which the correct- 
ness of this description was verified, each might be viewed 
as a heavenly theocracy on earth. Their citizenship, 4roXi- 
rtvfiOy was in the heavens." PhiL m. 20. Of the Jenisalem 
which is above, the mother (city) of all believers, they were 
free, Jesw had made them free indeed. Thither, as to the 
centre of the moral universe have been drawn, and shall be 
drawn, all those of whom Jesus shall ever be the head. 
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And €18 the whole fanultf m heaven and earth is huione 
family^ we mast demur to any system that woald indicate a 
second father, a second family — or organization of the saved. 
Therefore when the Chnrch will have been saved, the reign 
of heaven completed, as announced by the Baptist, established 
by Jesos, its legislation and constitution completed by his 
witnesses; when this kingdom, the church, will have reached 
the limit of its earthly history: the New Testament presents 
no evidence that there ever will or can be another order ch' 
section of saved sinners; therefore, even in these days when 
the mystery of iniquity, the man of sin and all his hateful 
progeny have polluted the living streams, and trodden down 
the green pastures, the little flock still exists, hears and 
obeys the voice of the Good Shepherd; and it can be said of 
all true believers with equal truth, as when Paul wrote the 
epistle to the Hebrews; ^^ Ye are come to Mount Zion, and 
nnto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to an innumerable company of angds, to the general assembly 
and church of the first-bom whose names are written in 
heaven, and to God the judge of all, to the spirits of just 
men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new co- 
venant, and to the blood of sprinkling which speaketh better 
things than that of AbeL"— Heb. xiL 22, 23, 24. 

What a glowing description of this divine Ghiistocracy, 
the new dispensation, the kingdom oC God I Here we have 
the true Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, the grand 
inanrywiij the assembly, convocation of angels with the re- 
deemed, at whose repentance they rejoiced through succes- 
sive ages. On Sinai they saw hUn robed in terrors giving 
forth the fiery kw; now they see their Creator in the efful- 
gence of his glorious attributes; love, unexampled, infinite 
love still predominant '^ To Jesus the Mediator of the New 
Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling," &c. Now in 
whatever sense true believers have nome to any one of these 
they have come to them all; t- .'/''^ore the Apostle was not 
describing that which was fntuj o, but that which was then 
existing, exists now, and shall ixlst to the final consomma- 
tion. 

This glorious etaie over which Jesos presides was predeteiw 
mined in eternity, revealed in time» established when he as- 
cended to the throne of glory, and will eventoate in the avor 
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xtfaXou6kot6kuy or bringing back agun nnder one bead, 
readjusting the moral order of the intelligent nniyerae, disr 
torbed by the entrance of moral evil; and this reorgantzadon 
is to be effiscted tk itt/mfiiqM rou ^y^tf^futTOQ rw juufm, in 
the fnlness of the times, not axwo/juou dispensations, bat 
wwofua dispensation or economy, of the times, the past, the 
present, and the fntore embracing all believers from the first 
to the last One new corenant, one dispensation of grace to 
be carried out through the times that the Father hath put in 
his own power. 

Pan! having adduced nomerons arguments, and unfolded 
the strongest motives to induce the believing Hebrews to pest* 
severe; among the many contrasts which shed so much lustre 
over the disp^sation of grace, concludes thus, wherefore we 
hamng received ffu^Xoc/u^aivpn^, a kingdom that cannot be 

moved, *x'^f^^ XH'*^ ^^^ ™ ^^^ ^^® ^^ ^^ ^^^'^ ^^ ^ 
the fskYoxa of having an immovable Idngdom, that we may 

serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. — ^HebL 
ziL 28. We cannot serve him at the old altar and tabema- 
de, ^ ; they are superseded; we can only serve him agree- 
ably to the airangements, the provisions of this divine system. 
Its king, the once despised Nazarene, is now at the head of 
it, the one only High Priest, the one only Mediator, the new 
and living way, one sacrifice, one fountain, his blood, to put 
away our sins, to pur^ our conscience from dead works that 
we may serve the living God acceptably, ^ 

Now it has been established by the very same evidence by 
which we prove that Jesus is the Christ that he is a kmg, 
and consequently that he has a real, glorious and eternal 
kingdom. This must be so if there be a Christ, for Ckrigt 
is a collective, and not a term expressing mere individnali^. 
Were they not chosen in him before the foundation of the 
world? Are they not viewed as inseparable from him in all 
he did and suffered? in his death, burial, resurrection and 
aaoenaion? It is his relation to his people and identity with 
them which explain the prindple that his death should pro- 
ooTB life for them. '^ He, though sinless, was made sin by 
a legal transfer, that they though unrighteous might be made 
righteous in him; JtutiJUd hy his Hood.^* BSmself and his 
peoi^ oonstitate his kingdom ; it is one and indivisible. There 
can no more be a second kingdom than there can be a second 
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Christ This kingdom or feign of heaven originaied in the 
Incarnation, was proclaimed as at hand bj the Baptist, de- 
clared bj Christ to be among the Jews, while thej were in* 
qoiring when it would appear; it came in power on the day 
of Pentecost He has been reigning over it ever since, and 
win continae to do so till it be given np to the Father; for 
then the end for which the Mediatorial office was ori^ated 
will have been aocompEshed. 

** For, since by man came death, by man came also the 
resnirection of the dead. For, as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive; hot every man m his own 
Older, or rank, n r^ Mtft T6fytiMirt^ Christ the first frnits, 
afterwards, they that are Christ's at his coming. Then the 
end, when he shall have delivered up the kmgdom to God, 
even the Father, (that the Godhead may be all m all), when 
he shall have, xaro^tfi), destroyed all rule, and all antho*- 
rity and power. For he must reign till he hath put all ene- 
mies nnder his feet The last enemy, Deaths xara^mrai, 
shall be destroyed. 

Yeiy good and very learned men have considered this an 
extremely difficult passage; may it not be, that, with one 
exception, the difficulty is created by its plab opposition to 
some favourite opinion? The exception, ** the delivering up 
the kingdom," following the resnirection as a sequence, is 
not difficult; but to define the exact podtion of the gbrioui 
victor and head of his people, is. We had better curb our 
imagination. It is well that we should sometimes fed that 
we are on holy ground. But one endearing thought we may 
entertains—whatever shall most conduce to the glory of the 
Redeemer, and to the happmess of his saints, win etemaUy 
continue. But more of this in another place. 

With the exception of ** giving up the kingdom," this 
g^riooi passage has nothing to create a difficulty, if we do 
not create the difficulty for onrsdvee; but if we compd the 
Apostle to leave room for a New IMspensation, then indeed, 
thwewUlbeno end to the shifts to which we d^ be driven; 
finr we must aUow to others the same principle of interpret 
talion which we demand for ourselves. And if we thinkthb 
passage afibrds room for another dispensation, candour wiO 
compd us to give the UniTersalist a place for another stffl; 
jeai and after thati nother, that the poor DevH hhnself 
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and his oompanions ia rebellion against the Eternal, may be 
restored. But as there is no evidence in the chapter that 
any of those systems entered into the Apostle^s mind when 
writing it» we had better not try to force him into onr 
opinions. 

Here the Holy Spirit is his own commentator on the 1 10th 
Psalm, verse 1, adopting the language, and giving the sense. 
*' Sit thoa on my right hand, till / make thine enemies thy 
footstool Role thon in the midst of thine enemies. He 
most reign till he hath put all his enemies under hb feet'' — 
the enemies of his own proper reign, and kingdom. His active 
enemies are represented thus, *' All rule, and ail authority, 
and power;" the concentrated energy of moral evil originated 
by Satan, wielded by the rulers of the darkness of this world. 
The visible agents^-wicked men directing the power of poli- 
tical and ecclesiastical agency against Christ, wearing out the 
eaints of the Most High: thesO) Jesus will destroy xaro^^^ 
as abready shown. 

But there is another order of enemies which, though pas- 
sive or physical, death and the grave, to be destroyed; ^hese 
Jesus will abolish at the condusion of his present reign. 
The destruction of these belongs to him in his meditorial 
capacity, as the Saviour of men, and not to those depart- 
ments of the universe, physical or providential, over which 
he rules, all things being subordinated ^* to him for his body's 
sake, which is the Church." The redemption of his people 
cannot be consummated till the resurrection of the dead, or 
the destruction of these enemies. On the principles of Jeho- 
vah's moral government, death, or punishment can never be 
inflicted on moral beings, without an adequate cause; Jeans 
himself being not only innocent, but a concentration of all 
possible moral excellence, death could have had no power 
over him, had he not been a voluntary substitute to meet all 
the liabilities of his people. This subjected him to death. 
From it, as the surety of his people, he could not be ex- 
empted. As the law of dependence on the Creator was a 
just law, so, being violated, the infliction of the penalty was 
just. This gave Satan, the tempter and the accuser, the 
power of death ; by the eternal principles of the divine go- 
vernment by which he himself was punished, he could de- 
mand the infliction of the penalty on the lost sinner. This 
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power he acquired over man for hearkening to hia libel on 
the Most High. Hence, the fearful looking for of judgment, 
the cop of trembling; '' the sting of death is sin, the strength 
of sin is the law." Nor could the Son of Qod avert the ex- 
ecution of the sentence, ('' Father, if it be paaatble, let this 
cup pass from me.") But, identified with man in human 
nature, as the propitiatory victim, he drew the vengeance on 
himself; and by suffering death, ^' his own self b^uring our 
sins, in his own body on the tree," he acquired a legal right 
to abolish death. He met the enemy on his own ground, has 
stripped him of the armour in which he trusted. Even now 
let it resound through the universe, ^' Blessed are the dead 
that die in the Lord." '' To this end Christ both died and 
rose, and revived that he might be Lord both of the dead 
and of the living." — Hom. xiv. Therefore, having the keys of 
Hades and of death, its victims shall not always be under its 
power; what Jesus accomplished legally, by his sacrifice, he 
will accomplish in fact The King of glory will destroy 
death, the king of terrors, at the close of his administration, 
or at the Resurredioru 

This indeed may be considered the cardinal point on which 
the decision of the whole controversy turns; for, if when the 
resurrection shall have taken place, the last enemy death 
shall be destroyed, the propagation of the human species must 
cease; they that are Ghiist's bemg raised and glorified, death 
can no more affect them. And as there never were, or can 
be more than two sections, of which Adam and Christ are 
the two federal and vital representatives, in the supposition 
of the continued propagation of Adam's offspring, it would 
follow that such would be inmiortal, for there would be no 
death to affsct or kill them, or if there were — ^then death 
would not be swallowed up, then the declaration in the text 
expressed with such triumph would not be true ! For observe 
the statement, ^^ Christ, the first-frnits, afterwards they that 
are Christ's at hia coming." It is assumed that Christ stands 
in the iegal and vital rel^on to those whom he represents, as 
Adam to those of whom he is the living soul, vital and fede- 
rative head; as the wages of sm in him and his offspring is 
death, so the reward of Christ's obedience unto death, is life 
to all his. Death and life are not described here as mere 
eveitfs in the history of man, but death under the operation 

B 



26 TBI hfficdliixb of the 

of law, 85 the wages of da, and life legally obtained by the 
obedience of Christ. Death and life, not in an individnai 
sense, bat under a representative oonstitataon, and necessa- 
rily circmnscribed within the limits of that representative con« 
stitation; death from Adam, life from Christ, indnding the 
entire maltltnde represented respectively and indnsivdy by 
the two covenant or federal heads. 

It Is admitted that m the 15th of 1 Cor. the resorrection of 
the wicked is not tanght; their resnrreotion in this and some 
other passages is excluded, not because they will not rise at 
the same time, but because they will not rise upon die same 
prindple. They cannot rise aa those of whom Christ is the 
first-fruits, they were not in him, consequently their resunee- 
tion could not be described as idendcal with those in Christ, 
whose " bodies are to be fkshioned like to Christ's glorious 
body." Christ, the first-fruits ''of those who deep in Jesus,** 
in verse 24 '' in Christ all shall be made alive," that is, all 
that are his. Christ's people who shall be alive at his coming 
shall instantly pass into the condition of the raised saints. 
The mortal dements in both cases by a mighty and instan* 
taneous transfonnation will pass into immortal dements; 
mortality being swallowed up of life, by those processes of 
infinite agency, by which Christ is able to subdue all things 
to himself. 

Here we have the Divine order and its results — Christy 
the first-fruits, then the full harvest made alive — ^the whole 
company of whom the second man, the Lord from heaven. Is 
the covenant head and r^resentative. The context thinn- 
ing die analogy between Adam and Christ necessarily em- 
braces and terminates the destiny of each. Then all those 
to whom the legal and life giving virtue of the Mediator can 
ever extend, will be made alive at his coming; an absolnle 
and numerical alL The heavens must retain him till then. 

Christ and his people are one, ^' /am the true vine, the 
one brought out of £gypt was but a symboL Te are the 
branches." To them he Is wisdom, righteousness, sanctifi- 
cation, and redemption; he and his people are a temple, 
'' Jesus Christ himsdf the chief comer — in whom all the 
building fitly framed together, groweth into a holy temple in 
the Loid, a habitation of God through the Spirit" One a«W 
man, Christ the head, frxan whom the whole body fitly joined 
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togeiber, and compacted by that which everj joint sapplieth, 
aoQordlng to the efiectnal working in the measure of eveiy 
part, maketh increase of the bodj, <Sec., there is one body. 
This is a description of the church nnder Tarioos aspect^^ 
these are Christ's that will all be made ali^e, taken up, glori- 
fied at Christ's coming at the resurrection, death then swal- 
bwed np in Tictoiy. 

Let evidence be prodnced, written in pbun hbtoric style, 
that after the glorification of the chnrch, there will be another 
section of the descendants of Adam saved, another true vine, 
another holy temple, another new man; let this be done, 
and we shall then subordinate the palpable style and the 
self-evident reasonings of the apostles, to the glowing Ian* 
gnage of the parable, and the gorgeous imagery of prophecy, 
not till then. Were it possible to add to the strength of this 
position, the admissions of pre-millennialists would do it, I 
shall here quote a few examples. 

^« One glorious hope is set before as in the New Testament, 
this hope is set before us collectively and in common; it is 
not to be given separately and at different periods, but it is a 
gloxy belonging to the church, to be given to it as a corporate 
body, and at a particular period — ^the coming of our Lord; 
and while it is to be the object of hope of all the church in 
every age, it is to be enjoyed together as one body, for this 
all are to be lookmg." — BkkerstMs Practical Chide^ 

This is truly the hope of the Church, Scripturally ex- 
pressed; and it is impossible to prove from Soipture that 
there ever will, or that there can be another corporate body 
consisting of Christ and another section of humanity, and, as 
there can be no salvation for fallen man, but by a spiritual 
inooiporatton with Christ, none but the church can be saved 
The pressure of these undeniable statements has been felt. 
For, as the perfection, salvation, and consequent gloiy of the 
church, will hava been consummated before the Millenniunit 
and as there is no evidence that Christ will ever be spiritually 
incorporated with any other section of humanity; it followB^ 
that there .can be no Christians during the Millenninm. .as 
there can be no Christians but by a spiritual incoiporation 
with Christ who is the life of his people. Let us hear ano- 
thar pre*miUennialist. 

** What is this Chnrch? It is oomposed of all those who 



28 THE DIFFICULIUS OF TBS 

have been given to Christ in eternity. It comprises all those for 
whom, m an especial manner, he ga^ himself; then the 
Ghnrch will be glorious in its completeness. Never before 
shall the whole Church have been together: then he will have 
accomplished the number of his elect, not one of the Lord's 
peoj^ will be wanting. These statements positively marie 
the time of the manifestation of the Church to be o^ the 
coming of the Lord." — Rev. E. Auru>l, Rector of St. Dun- 
stan's, one of the twelve Lectures delivered by clergyrora 
during Lent: Nisbet, 1844. 

One quotation more out of many to the same efiect: — 
** This hope of the Advent is the hope constantly set be- 
fore the Church in the Word of God. But what Church? 
It is all those who have been chosen in Christ before the 
foundation of the world. The church! It is those who 
have been, are, or ever shall be bom of the Spirit, and made 
new creatures in Christ Jesus; till all whom the Father hath 
chosen in Christ out of mankind are bom again and justified, 
the Church will not be complete." — Dthdxn^ pp. 194, 195. 
One's heart ^ows with affection to those brethren who 
have borne to the trath, on this subject, a testimony so just, 
BO noble, amid the superstition, ignorance and Jesuitism of 
Popish and semi-Popish hierarchies. But in bearing this 
correct and faithful testimony, they deprive themselves of the 
possibility of a mngle member of Christ's mystical body, 
during the whole millennial reign ; for, as one of these bre- 
thren justly maintains — ^the absence of one member would 
leave the body incomplete, so more than the members would 
be a blemish, an unsightly excrescence: but as stated before, 
it is impossible for a smgle member of fallen Adam to be 
saved, but by becoming a living member of the second Adam. 
You, brethren, are shut up by your own undeniaUe conclu- 
sion — ^there cannot be a child of God, a member of Christ, 
one of the elect, during the thousand years of Christ's per- 
sonal reign. And if any or all of you hold that Christ died 
only for the elect, you must hold that there is no provision 
for the exercise of mercy consistently with justice: therefore 
there can be no exerdse of mercy during the New Dispensa- 
tion for which yon are waiting, and which you say will set 
aside, annul, and render some parts at least of the present 
glorious arnrngement, untmer 
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But we thank jon for maintaiiimg the safety, the peifection 
of the Ohnrch. Tou do not pain as bj ringing in onr ears 
the sad idea of the Churches ruitk, you save that; jon ^ve 
us no painful thoughts abont the failnre of Jehovah's glorioos 
plans; yon allow that they have accomplished the ends for 
which they were institated. Then yon dismiss them. Bnt 
before dismissmg the present Dispensation to rest with its 
predecessors, do not nnsettle the minds of men by contra- 
dictory statements of the coming one. Yon admit that the 
ministration of the Spirit, giving life, and by reflecting the 
l^ory of the Lord, has changed the whole Ghnrch into the 
same image of moral glory, corresponding to the divine ori- 
ginal: this yon admit; to this yon are indebted for that mo- 
ral adaption which qualifies you for communion with God. 
Do not then assist and accelerate the destructive advances of 
Atheism and infidelity, by joining their advocates, who say, 
that Christianity is effke^ and that a short period wlU close 
its existence. Extremes do often meet, and though from 
opposite durections, they may result in the same ruinous con- 
sequencea On these just. views of the Church, we have a 
broad foundation on which to raise the 

DIFnCULTIES ATTBKDINO THE PRE-MILLENIAL ADVENT, IN 
RELATION TO A NEW DISPENSATION. 

But what is the nature of this New Dispensation? And 
what are to be the provisions and modes by which it will 
surpass in glory, seeing there cannot be a single member of 
Christ's mystical body on the earth, during the whole period? 
Had God declared that the present wonld be set aside, and a 
new economy introduced, we should not question the truth, 
though no information were given as to its nature, or the 
objects to be accomplished. Bnt as no such reveliU;ion ex- 
ists, we press this difficulty, since it is necessarily generated 
by the system that maintains it. Let us see how some of 
its advocates attempt to grapple with the difficulty. The 
following is one mode of meeting this question: 

^* The mystical body of Christ shall be complete at his se. 
cond Advent, and consequently admit of no increase. There . 
fore, the nations of the earth, subsequent to that event, can- 
not be brought into a a Christian state; but an Adamic state 
of innocent creature-ship.'^ — Lee on Proph., relative to the 
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Jews, page 190. Again, <' All the e^Mts of the M will be 
done away; espedallj the cornipt natmre and original am — 
they will be restored to that state oi holiness and rigfateow- 
ness in which Adam was before he ML*^ — Outlines of Fh>- 
phecy, by James Soott, Edinbargh, 1844. 

In this view, Gog and Magog become trDnUesome evato- 
mers, indeed they mnst be so, to any pre-miUennialist. For in 
the view of Adamists, when the race will bare been dear of all 
defilement, natural and moral, ibr hundreds of generations — 
even should there be another yielding Eye, and a Iheile Adam, 
How would their slip afiect the whole? It surely wwdd be 
a pity to slip the collar off the old chief again, that he might 
corrupt and deceive again. Neither is it easy to conceive^ 
that the great Eang, reigning in the effulgenoe of his gh)fy, 
any section of created intelligence would yenturs an assault 
on the sacred city. Satan knows better. 

Were even this revealed, we should bow to the authority, 
though unable to reconcile the theoiy with the history of re- 
demption. But how is this change to be effiaeted? from a 
ftllen and polluted race to pristine Adamic innoeenee and 
purity? How is the condition, "That which is bom of the 
flesh is flesh," to be reversed? It is worse than vain to 
refer us to the omnipotence of God. His acts are not the 
result of mere arbitrary power, but the eonsistenty and har- 
mony of his own glorious attributes— the moral fitness, of 
tilings: **It became him for whom are all things, and by 
whom are idl thinga, in bringing many sons unto glory, to 
make the captain of their salvation perfect through ai^ftr- 
ings." — Heb. ii. 10. Who can show that there can be, or 
ever shall be^ any other way— any other fountain than A» 
blood of Christ to make mortals meet for the inheritance of 
the saints in light? But the atonement of Christ as it dif- 
fuses its influence through the whole of the present Dlapen- 
sation, and belongs to it exdnsively — the dispensation pas- 
snig away, this passeth away with it Therefore Adamic 
innocence can only rise from the creation of another Adam, 
as a headship for a new order of humanity, that will not 
need the moril provision, or the appliances of the Christian 
dispensation. 

But whether the fHresent race of men, adapted to the mfl- 
lennial reign by the exercise of Jehovah's power, eradicatiiig 
all the elements of mond evil; or a new race produced. 
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should oooapj the earth during that period — each would 
haye no sympathy with Jesus, or he with them. He came 
to aave the lost; the saved onlif have fellowship with him^- 
from them it is impossible he ever can be severed. The for- 
mer might hear and admire the heavenly anthem; but jn it 
they could never join, ** to him that loved us and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood." It is only in his wmte 
that the riches of the glory of hie inheritance can be seen: 
they only can enjoy the rapture and feel the ecstaoy ^' of be* 
ing ever with the Lord.'' 

People who are ever ready to receive almost any plausible 
theory because it is new, may be fascinated with snob specu- 
lations: but the intelligent Christian has no ear for reveries 
80 repugnant to the teaching of the New Testament, and 
common sense. The advocates of the pre-miUennial Adamic 
paradisaic dispensation meet their opponents thus: — '*Yoa 
maintain in common with us that all the saints, every mem- 
ber of Christ's mystical body, numerically, and in their eor- 
porate capacity, will be gloriied at the coming of Christ-— 
all that are Christ's at his coming; therefore the nations 
living on the earth after his coming cannot be Christian." 

The powerful mind of Dr. M'Neile attempted to grapple 
with this syllogism resulting from broad and admitted princi- 
plea. He thus writes, " Any view of Christ's mystical bo^ 
which would exclude the restored Jews from Christianity, 
must be founded on a fidlaoy somewhere,'^* No doubt of it, 
lor their own olive tree is still alive and ready to reeeive them ; 
and never till they are *' gra£fod in" can it flovish in the full 
frnitfulness of its fragrant beauty. But this just leaves the 
difficult where it was; for the Adamists retort, *Uhat aview 
of Christ's mystical body which would leave myriads of his 
living members sojourning in the flesh after a portion of them 
have appeared with him in glory, must be founded on a M- 
]bcj somewhere,^^ 

To this Dr. M^eile repUea, '* Union to Christ is used in 
dififerent senses in Scripture. We read of elect *• angels ;' and 
it is written that, ^ In the dispensation of the fulness of the 
times God shall gather into <me all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven and are in earth even in him;' by which 
I understand the elect angels and the risen sainte, and by 
the things m earth the restored Jews and the then converted 
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GJentiles.'' Now this defence rests on, ** I undenUmd^*^ &c 
But suppose others nnderstand bj things in heaven and things 
in earihy bringing nnder one head, in hannonj with the 
Divine goyeinment, elect angels and redeemed sinners ; to 
the first, a headship oonfinning them in the rirtne from wfaidi 
they swerved not This con&mation mainlj arising ont of 
what they have seen in the sufferings of Ghriat; and the 
headship arising ont of identity with his brethren in hanwnity, 
their restored identity with him in moral regeneration, and 
physical conformity to him in the resarrection bd6y — there 
may be headship, bat there' can be no nnion where there is 
no identity of nature; this is illustrated by the law of marriage, 
by which two become one, which Paul declares to be a great 
mystery, '^ But he speaks concerning Christ and the Church.'' 
Eph. V. 31, 32. So Dr. M'Neile has not been able to pro- 
duce any evidence to refute the Adamists; on his prindples 
it is impossible, the error is in the system. These two 
parties make the difficulty — they must not be allowed to do 
what a preacher whom I once knew was in the habit of doing; 
(I make up a parcel of difficulties and then leap over them,) 
they make the difficulty and we shall keep them to it *^ 

The Adamists' press, oppress^ Dr. M*Neile on another 
point thus. '' You have jnst told us, that all they that are 
Christ's shall have been raised or translated at his coming, 
which you, with us, place before the Millennium — and to 
escape from the dilemma in which your own principles involve 
you, we are referred by you to Rev. xx. 12, 15, that some 
whose names are written in the book of lifb, shall be raised 
from the dead at the end of the Millennium." At what 
period did they die? Death was swallowed up, destroyed 
at the fii^t resurrection, a thousand years before. How did 
they get into the book of life not being Christ's? Dr. M'Ndle 
and tile Adamists are both refuted by the following self-evi- 
dent syllogism. 

'* Some whose names are written in the book of Iffe will 
be raised from the dead after the MiUenninm ; therefore, there 
will be Christians on the earth daring that period. But all 
they that are Christ's shall appear with him in gk>ry at his 
second coming; therefore^ he will not come tfll alter the 
Millennium." — Brown, 
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DIFnCtTLTIES OP THE PRE-MILLENNIAL ADVENT IN RELATION TO 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 

The gennine coin does not become base because it has been 
coanterfeited, its qualities and value are not deteriorated by the 
fraud practised on the rojal mint ; it rather enhances the value, 
and implies an admission ef the intrinsic worth of the legal 
coin. When evil men moulded Christianity to suit their own 
views *and promote their own advantage, when they set up a 
lie for the. truth, did the truth itself become a lie? Paul 
spoke of something which he called another gospel, was it 
therefore the gospel, or did it change the nature of the true 
gospel? No, that is necessarily immutable as its author. 

So what, in the New Testament is called the kingdom of 
heaven, is immutable; were there as many more counterfeits 
of it as have existed since its King has ascended to glory, 
all that would not, could not change the nature of the Divine 
original This has been proved already, Jesus is the first 
of it, the beginning of the new creation; ^ all whom he owns 
as subjects of his kingdom, are bom of God, none else are 
his; he disowns them, '' I never acknowledged you." Why 
then impute to him what he disowns? Why degrade his 
kingdom, which is not of this world, by making it identical 
with what is called Christendom ? Does the system require 
that the state of Europe, as to Christianity at any time, 
should be considered in any aspect, as representing the king- 
dom of heaven? If the system require this, the sooner it 
is abandoned the better. Is the dull earth which adheres to 
the sparkling gem any part of the gem ? Distinct in nature, 
they can never amalgamate. ** There can be no fellowship 
between light and darkness, no concord between Christ and 
BeUaL'' 

To make the apostacif from the kingdom identical with the 
kingdom, b to make the counterfeit coin identical with the 
gennine current coin ; and to justify this enormous misre- 
presentation, some of our Lord's parables are introducetl 
as evidence, but may not the natural and umple bearing of 
these parables teach the very contrary, and therefore as wit- 
nesses to prove the corruption, and consequent ruin of the 
kingdom, they are suborned as it is easy to prove. For the 
sake of brevity one example will suffice. '* The kingdom of 

B 3 
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heaven is like leaven which a woman ioA and hid in three 
measiiree of meal till the whole was leavened.'' ^ The 
woman is the church, says Mr. B— U — ^t, leaven is the em* 
blem of evil^^falee doctrine — she hid it stealthtlj; gradnaDy 
corrnpted herself." Agam, *^ the whole kingdom of heaven, 
the whole of tiiat vast system, which was the kingdom of 
heaven in reaEty, at the first, bnt which shonld be the king- 
dom of heaven in name only, when the leaven had wroaght 
in it thoronghly — the whole of that vast system, should at 
length be like mito leaven," &c — ^Lectures on prophecy by 
William Trotter, and Thomas Smith. 

Let it be granted that there can be hot one point of re- 
semblance or analogy between the kmgdom of heaven and 
leaven; and that analogy or fikenese is mntnal, that the 
kangdom of heaven as mnch resembles the leaven, as the 
leaven resembles it; now, if here the leaven most represent 
the prindple of corrapdon, the latent principle of coimption 
most be in the kingdom of heaven; bnt the kingdom of 
heaven in all its elements and characteristics is spiritnal, 
heavenly; Christ is its head, its king; he is the life of eveiy 
one of its subjects, they are bought with his blood, he lives 
in them, they live by him, it and they are not of this worid; 
therefore, the kingdom of heaven could not become the sonroe 
or cavse of its own deterioradon or cormption. 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is not an elementary sys- 
tem, bnt the perfection and consummation of an elementary 
system ; neither is it committed to the administradon of crea- 
tures, in whose hands it might possibly lose its pristine moral 
beauty; *'but Christ as a Mm, over his own house," is the 
sole aidministrator. 

All its subjects are bom of God, ^ whatsoever b bom of 
God overcometh the world," therefore, its subjects could not 
corrupt it. Its moral elements — ^* righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost," are incapable of change, they 
are abstract principles communicated by God to the subjects 
of his kingdom, and in their own nature immutable; — all the 
laws and precepts of the kingdom, emanatmg from infinite 
purity, goodness, and love, administered by the God of infi* 
nite purity and goodness, could not originate a principle of 
evil Now if neither the author and administrator (^ the 
kingdom, its subjects^ its moral elements, eadi ix>nsidered 
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aepasateljt or in tbe aggrefj^e, could not origmate or even 
eontraet tod iwopagtle the principle of eyiU then the ana- 
logy or resemblance between the kingdom of hearen and 
leaven does not c<»sist In what those brethren say it does. 
.And I caution them in love, that they abstain from attri* 
bntmg evil to that to which God attributes no evil; let them 
snbject its own elements, not thcor imoffmaty ones, to the 
severest test or moral analjsia— thej shall not find an infini- 
tessimal idea that can be pronoonoed nnholj; bat if all the 
parts are pare, then the whole is pore, incormptible. The 
forgery, therefore, is not the carrent coin, it is treason against 
the majesty of God. Cease then to pahn upon the Son of 
God a kingdom which he disowns, a honse which he never 
inhabited, a temple m which he never dwelt 

The woman that hid the leaven in three measures of meal, 
]b net the Choreh — she, the woman, fled into the wilderness 
from the contaminations of the spiritual prostitute. Ye mar- 
tyrs of Jesus, who suffered for his name; ye inhalutants of 
the mountains and the vallies, whose blood still cries to 
heaven; rather than defile the kingdom by consenting to the 
vile imposture or yielding to that common Jezebel, ye counted 
not yomr lives dear unto yourselves, so that ye might keq> 
your garments dean and prove your allegiance to the King 
of Glory; you did not corrupt the kingdom; well, you shall 
leign with him I But all his subjects would die rather than 
turn traitor to him, consequently the kingdom in its New 
Testament sense, has not been corrupted by itself--therefore, 
the parable of the leaven was not intended by our Lord to 
teach the doctrine of its final corruption, but die doctrine of 
its gradual increase, and its final redemption and asshnila- 
tion to its own moral excellence, that part of the human 
fiunHy to whom it may be the plnsnre of the Most High to 
apply its life giving energies. 

THE PARABLE OF THE QBAIN OF MUSTARD SEUX 

All the brethren with whom it has been my privilege to 
converse, with most pr^millennialists, view this parable as 
teaching the same truth by different imagery, as the parable 
of the leaveo. In this they are certainly ri^^t; increase from 
tbe smallest beginning, is deariy the subject iDustiated, we 
only difEer, then, atwtf the thing increased. 
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The Brethren, Trotter and Smith, in their lectures, connect 
the mnatard seed with Nebndiadnezur's greet tree the fowl 
of heaven roosting in it — and saj that the fowl of the ur are 
signs of imparity, Ac, therefore, the mnstard plant affording 
a resting place for the birds of the air, is perfect demonstra- 
tion that the grain of mnstanl seed become a tree, &c, is 
the emblem of the kingdom oorrapted. And othen maintain 
that the phenomena of Christianitj in Europe, is the thing 
realized, as taught in these parables. 

I admit that the grain of mnstard seed symbolizes the 
kingdom in the single point of yie^in which the Sayioor 
intended to symbolize it. But I deny that he made tbe birds 
roosting in it, sjrmbols of anything — suppose a swallow or a 
sparrow, or even a boding owl to rest upon a tree, does it 
therefore become part of the tree? does it defile the tree? 
are the qualities of the tree, or the fruit even, changed 
by the accidental lighting of a bird on it? the physical nature 
being diverse, there can be no transfusion or amalgamation. 
Neither can the false profession of millions afiect the essential 
and immutable principles of Christ's kingdom, which is just 
himself and all that live tn and hy him. He acknowledges 
no other, and whatever he does not own, goes for less than 
nothing. 

But the two parables — the leaven and the grain of mus- 
tard seed symbolize increase, and since they cannot teach 
that the kingdom contained the elements which would pro- 
gressively corrupt and render it an object of divine jodgroent 
— ^then, these parables teach the increase of Christ's king- 
dom '^ urithout end!" And what else has it been doing since 
he, its glorious sovereign* seated himself at his Father's right 
hand? What power of numbers can tell the multitades that 
**' will have come out of great tribuUtion, washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb," even at the 
coming of the Lord, on pre-millennial principles? And this 
is the thing symbolized by the two parables. We should, 
mdeed, require strong proof before we could believe that 
Jesus Christ would be accessary in the corruption of that of 
which he is the very soul and centre. 

The truth is this, Christ himself daring his abode in this 
world, mingled with it, that he might save those who be- 
lieved in him; he was sorely tried, but not corrupted by the 
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world. The eleven were not cormpted by the presence of 
Jadae with them, an nnknown traitor; the subjects of Christ's 
kingdom have been tempted and often cmelty persecnted by 
the world, and'.imposedonrby-false pfofessors; bnt none of 
hU tme, his ^voi^.mettibers^aye been* lopped off; He has 
kept thei]& fi-dm:that — they only are his 'kingdom, therefore 
it is worse thaa^absnrd to represent his kingdom, and Chris- 
tianity as secalarised and perverted — as synonymons. The 
earth that cmsts the sparkUng gem, is not the brilliant gem. 
The neatly executed counterfeit, is not the current coin, 
struck in the royal mint; that may have the image and 
superscription, but this will bear the crucible. Many, like 
parasitic plants, have attached themselves to the Church; 
bnt having no root in the living tree, they fall off in their 
season. They incommode, indeed, bnt they cannot change 
the natu"^ of the body, on which they are a mere excrescence. 

The people of the Lord are still ^* the house of God, the . 
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 
But in a great house, there are not only vessels of gold and 
of silver, but also of wood and of earth; if a man purge 
himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanc- 
tified, and meet for the master's use." The foundation of 
God standeth sure, he knoweth his own, he sets his seal 
upon them, and *Met every man that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquil^." Hitherto this has been the 
state of the kingdom just what has corresponded with the 
wisdom of God; were it contrary to his wisdom and good- 
ness, it would have been otherwise. Let men cavil as they 
may, and work themselves into a state of morbid sensibility 
and dissatisfaction with his procedure, if they will, God will 
justify his own government, and assert his prerogatives in 
declaring, ^*'My counsel shall stand; I will do all my plear 
sure.*' Who shall presume to negative this? Who will 
luidertake to prove that the Good Shepherd has lost one of 
his sheep, or will leave one of them in the wilderness? If 
not, then the kingdom has hitherto answered all the ends for 
which it was established. The one shepherd has not been 
unfaithful to his engagements. Pretended vicai-s, there have 
been, wolves in sheep's clothing numberless; the sheep did 
not hear them. But the sheep of Christ are his church, his 
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kingdom; bj wfast oUiqmtj of judgment oan it tben be n- 
presented as corrupted, and ready to be Boperaeded? 

Christ and his people are the temple of the living God, 
this temple is holy, it is immutable. Bat m another aspect 
be and they are a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peeoliar 
people. Bat he and his people ooastitote his kingdom— 
therefore the parables do not teadi the conoption of the 
Ungdom. 

DIFFICULTIES OF TBB PRB-MfLLERKIAL ADVENT Of BKLAT10R TO 

THE GOlfyEBSION OF THE JEWS. 

Doctor M'Neile well remarks, '* any Tiew of the mystical 
body of Christ, which would exdnde the restored Jews, most 
be founded on a Macy somewhere." Undoubtedly. But 'd, 
as we have seen, the whole church, all that ever will have 
been bom of God, in their aggregate and corporate capacity, 
will be glorified at the coming of the Lord, there can be no 
place for them — ^there never can be a second body of Christ 
One shepherd, one flocL But though the vail- is now on 
their hearts, when it, the heart, shall turn to the Lord, the 
vail shall be taken away; *' they shall look on him whom they 
pierced, and shall mourn and be in bitterness," &c; their re- 
covery is as certain as their falL 

The Jewish nation, as such, stumbled at the foundation 
God had laid in Zion; as a nation they fell; but their fall 
was neither universal nor final According to the election of 
grace, a remnant were saved; the rest were blinded. That 
remnant became the nucleus of the Christian Church; only 
sotM of the branches of the sacred olive were broken off. 
The days of favouritism and apparent partiality had passed 
away; the Jews were punished for rejecting their own Mes- 
siah — the Gentiles conciliated by breaking down the middle 
wall of partition, and the proclamation of a firee salvation—* 
the Atonement having plaood all men absolutely on the same 
level 

The Jews, as a nation, being cast ofi^ **the kingdom taken 
from them, and given to a people bringing forth the fimifts 
thereof" their jealousy is strangely excited; they pursue the 
messengers of mercy like so many fiends» forbidding them to 
speak to the Gentiles; thus, while fulfilling their own Scrip- 
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torea, the^ tacitly admitted the troth of the apoetoGc testl- 
mxmy to Jeans, as the Christ — their jealoosj and hatred 
immenselj' increased hy its snecess among the GentQes. 

The sin of the Jews was not consummated tOl they had 
rejected the testimony of his witnesses. ^^AD manner of 
blasphemy against the Son of Man might be fbrgivai, even 
his cmcii^OB came within the range of mercy, and might be 
liorgiTea on repentance ; hot anoh as rejected the Holy ^irit'd 
teatunony to Jesos eo«ld nerer be forgireo." It was not 
simply £mr rejecting him in his personal ministry, for indeed 
the first proclamation of pardon was made to his betrayers 
and mnrdereis. *' Beginning at Jemsalem.'' Bat when ta 
the oongiegated mnltitade, both of Jews and Gentiles, Panl 
presented evidence that Jesos is the Christ, the Gentiles 
heard it gladly, while the Jews contradicted and blasphemed ; 
then, and not ontil then, th«r goilt and fidl were complete. 
They fell in rejecting tettimot^; ^Becaose of onbelief they 
were broken o£" The GentOes stand by fiuth; so far as oc- 
countable beings are concerned, infiuts excepted, the onty re- 
vecded way of regenerating and saving the lost, or recdving 
the remission of sin, is throogh the faith which is of the 
operation of God. It is thns we become members of his 
body, of his flesh, and of his bones. ^ Baptized onto him 
— ^that like as Christ was raised fit)m the dead by the glory 
of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of hie.^ 
Thos is God's gracious plan in giving life to the dead in tres- 
passes and sns, common to both Jews and Gentiles in the 
apostolic age, and the only revealed mode to the end of time. 
I know that there b no passage in the New Testament that 
will disprove this portion. Whence it foUows that as the 
Je¥rs were broken off by their rejection of the testimony of 
Jesos, they will be gnited in nffaai by believing the veiy 
same testimony, for disbelieving which they were broken off. 
There will be no departure firom the great principle, that 
Christ crucified is to both Jews and Gentiles the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God. That it is the same God 
that ever has, and ever will, ** justify the drcumdsion by fiuth, 
and the undrenmcinon through faith." Therefore the veiy 
same Go^iel which was preadied by tiie witnesses of Jesus, 
without undergoing any modifications, and by which only it 
is poaaibla to know how God can xii^ifteoasly save the lost, 
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is the very truth in believing which the Jews can be restored 
to favour and fellowship with God. The keenest controver- 
sialist Mrhom I have ever met on this sabject would not un- 
dertake to negative this proposition. 

The Church of the living God that is to be glorified at 
the second coming of Chiist, consists of all his people from 
Abel to the last that shall believe. One, even the same ran- 
som was given for all; when made, it justified God in the 
ezerdse of mercy in the past and future history of redemp- 
tion. Two passages of Scripture, as well as the moral ne- 
cessities of the divine government, will establish this: — Rom. 
ill 25, 26; and Heb. ix. 16» The true Israel were aware 
of this. " They had not received the Ju^ment of the pro- 
mises, but having seen them afar aS, they were persuaded 
of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. And these all, having 
obtamed a good report through faith, received not the fulfil- 
ment of the promise, God having provided some better thing 
for us, that they without us should not be made perfect."-— 
Heb. xL 15, and 39) 40. Therefore the legal and mond 
consequences of the Atonement affect the whole line of hu- 
manity, giving to all who have known and believed in its 
necessity and value an equal stancUng and eternal life in 
Christ Jesus. So far as thb glorious constitution and ar- 
rangement are concerned, there is neither Jew nor Greek, 
4&C., and even the distinction of sexes has no existence here. 
This is not merely taught in unmistakable language, but 
beautifully illustrated by the Apostle in the 1 1th of the Ro- 
mans. For the olive tree from which some of the branches 
were broken off, symbolizes the true Israel of God up to 
that point in its history, and the branches from the wild 
olive, inserted in the true olive, change not the nature of 
.the primitive, but are assimilated to the root, and partake 
of all its virtue. Here it is not the graft that changes the 
qualities of the root, but the root the graft. 

Now, if the olive tree symbolize the true Israel of God in 
every age, and this must be so, for the Gentile converts were 
never graffed among the Jews, as a nation, then God's 
Church and kingdom emerge into new light, assume a new 
name, and exhibit new characteristics under Messiah's reign^ 
the age that was to come, of which he was to be the author, 
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" the Ghfld born, the Son given, the Wonderfiil, the Conn- 
aellor, the Mighty God." The root being holy, the branches 
on which the eye of God has still rested, are, by anticipsr* 
tion, called holy. Yea, even in their rebellion and min, 
there is a sacredness inTesting them; they are God's wit- 
nesses, and beloved for the Father's sake." 

Since God's peculiar people in every age have held, sub- 
stantially, the same faith, been redeemed by the same blood, 
sanctified by the same Spuit, and have always enjoyed the 
same blessed hope**and as the Jews, who are the natural 
branches, are to be grafied into their own olive tree, and 
as this mast take pUoe before the Ghnrch is complete, it 
cannot be taken up and glorified until this will have been 
done; but it is maintained that the Church will be glorified 
at the coming of the Lord ; either then the Jews to be graffed 
in, will form no part of the Church, have no qoiritnal iden- 
tity with him, or, he will not come until the Jews will have 
been converted, and the Church, the number of the elect, 
completed. '* Now, if the fall of the Jews be the riches of 
the world, and the diminishing of them be the riches of the 
Gentiles, how much more then: fulness." If by their fall 
salvation has come unto the Gentiles to provoke the Jews to 
jealousy, as one result and design of their rejection ; their 
fall eventuated in publishing among the Gentiles the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ, affording an opportunity to all men of 
seeing the fellowship of the mystery which from the begin- 
ning of the world had been hid in (jod, who created all things 
by Jesus Christ '* To the intent, that now unto the prin- 
dpalities and powers, in heavenly places, might be known 
by the Church the manifold wisdom of Grod, according to 
the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole funily in heaven 
and earth is named, that he would grant you, according to 
the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with all might by 
his Spirit, in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith; that ye may be able to comprehend with all 
saints what is Uie breadth, and length, and depth, and height, 
and to know the love of Christ, that ye might be filled with aH 
the fulness of God." I have quoted this passage almost m ex- 
tenso, that we might see what is meant by the riches of the 
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world, the riebes of the Gentiles. This is the ^Espeaaetion 
of God gtTen to P^pl '* tibat he might make known what is 
the riches of the gloiy of this mysteiy among the Gent]le6» 
Ghxist in them, the hope of gkny.'* 

These textagive ns a ooncentratcd ^iew of what the Jews 
lost when they stnmbled and fdl; and what the Gendles 
gained* *' Bat if the casting away of them was ^ reconcil- 
ing of the worid, what shall the receiving of them be hot 
life firom the dead" It will be a grand moral resorrection 
snch as the worid never saw. It will still be the oHve tree: its 
sahitiferons oil, flowing in nvmbeiless channelB, wiH diffiise 
a new invigorated life, for it will be Christ making op the 
eomplement of his body, which will be stUl incomplete nntil 
these grand eventa will have revolved — therefore, he will not 
come in Ins penonal and refolgent glory till his Ghorch wiff 
have been completed* And there must be a fiaw somewhere 
in thejBtaitemeats that make a distinction between the Ghnroh, 
and the Jews yet to be graffiBd into their own dive^ They 
were the first among the nations, theagh now the last, hot 
the moment hastens when they will rise again to tiie height 
of their g^orions destiny; not indeed to sabjngate the Mo- 
tions, bat to complete tiie holy temple in which the folness 
of God will be manifosted; and this sorely is raising theou 
in common with all the members of Christ, to the highest 
dignity to which it is possible creatores can be allied, <xt to 
which they ever can attain. To Aie, paradise m its pristime 
l^ory would be a wilderness. ^' lliey shall be like their 
Lord, and see him as he is." 

IUFVICULTIES OF THE PRB-MILLENKIAL ADVENT, IN BELATION TO 

TES REINSrriTUTlON OP THE LEVmCAL PRIESTHOOD AND 

THE SACSmCES OF TBS OLD BODKOMT. 

This indeed is a substantial part of the literal system, an 
inseparable part of the great whole, a burden — something m 
its day, even while shadowing forth good things to come; 
how mach more so when having nothing to prefigure, the 
substance in all his glory being present I So then, whait 
Paul affirmed to be '* decaying, waxing old, and passing 
away," is to assume new energy, wax young, and flourish in 
endless permanenoe I Then God "u^be worshipped with 
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rnens^ hi&ds.^' ShaU worship in the Spirit $j^ in the tittth 
then ceaae? Or, will there be one section of God's redeemed 
people practising this gorgeous ritaal, and another ''worship- 
pmg God in the Spirit, rejoicing in Christ Jesos, and having 
no confidence in tiie flesh.'' It wonld be nnjast to attribute 
this theory to the effects produced by Tiewing Christianity 
throagh the medinm of stamed glass, goigeons cathedra]8> 
and a regular, ordained, and consecrated priesthood, for, in- 
deed, many dissenters who stand as remote as posnble from 
the Vatican, and who are deeply imbaed with the spirit of 
genuine Christianity, have been betrayed into this belief, 
finding it inseparable from what they esteem the very tnith 
of God, and the bright and cheering hope of his chmch. 

The Ber. W. R Freemantle, Rector of Claydon, Bncka, 
asys, ^My dgect is not to embark on a royage of diseovery 
without chart or compass, but to trace out as in a map laid 
down from surrey made by an uneiring hand, what the word 
of inspirati<m has prodaimed of things hoped ibr in the g^iy 
of Israel The pattern giren to Exekiel fbrras the design 
and working plan of the temple which shall be built in the 
days of Messiah — ^the renewal of sacrificial worship. Nd- 
ther shall the Levites want a man before me to ofer bnnit- 
off^ringa, and to kmdle meat ofitnrings, and to do sacrifice 
continually. The bumt-oflEering will call to mind the lost 
and ruined state of Adam — itholiy consumed. The sin-oflfer- 
ing set forth actual trespass, short^coming. The peaee-offiBr* 
ing and thank-ofiering, the abounding and exceeding great 
love of God our Saviour — as the blood flows from the victim, 
the mild will trace the character of death on account of sin; 
and in those very characters decipher life in atonement for un." 

According to this teaching, '' the hand-writing of ordinan- 
ces, which was contcaiy to us, Jesus Christ having blotted 
it out, made of it a complete erasure, nailed it to his cross, 
carried it into the grave and left it there — the whole ceremo* 
nial being abolished, this thing, dead and buried, must be 
grubbed up again, and presented, though the Holy Ghost 
hath affirmed with peculiar energy, that there remaineih no 
nun^ aacrifiee for «m, no more oflfering, Jesus by the one 
oUadon hath obtained eternal salvation for all them that 
obey him. The beloved Son in the prophetic word decUu^ 
by anticipaticit^ ** Sacrifice and offaring for sin thou wouldst 
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not, neither liadet pleasure therein — a body hast thon pre- 
pared for me^ I come to do thy will— by doing which will in 
giving that body in sacrifice, he hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified/' 

The performers of these actions, and those for whom they 
will be performed, will be mortals^ — ^Israel always had a ten* 
dency to look to the shadow, it will be hard to convince them 
and keep up the conviction that the sacrifice oflfered on the 
cross was safficient — while these things will be pasmng be- 
fore them. It will still remind them that sin lies agamst 
those for whom the sacrifice is oflfered — ^the repetition proves 
both^4heQ Christ's sacrifice is not oMrteg once for aU, at the 
least, not safficient — ^for God tM resuscitate the old cove- 
nant, and he tnll remember their sins and iniquities— «nd 
Christ has not made perfect reconciliation for the sins of the 
people, and there will be more sacrifice for sins. It will be 
a real substantial Jewish Mass. Yea, verily, harmonismg 
with the characteristics of the priesthood that will offer it, 
and the people for whom it will be ofiered. 

If those brethren have the mind of Qod in their state- 
ments, if it be the very tmth of God which they propound 
and maintain, then I and all who think with me are ve;y 
ignorant, and worse than ignorant — but as contradictions ne- 
cessarily destroy each other, if the temple service is to be 
restored and carried on in the worship of Grod, having his 
approbation, and accepted by him, then the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, with all its statements, illustrations, commenta- 
ries, and definitfons, as well as the objects to be accom- 
plished by the Mosaic ritual, with its termination in Jesus. 
Notwithstandmg all these, it is only what modem infidels 
call the whole New Testament, and its divine Author — a 
mytL Neither can the £pistle to the Gahitians hold its 
place as a part of revelation, for it disparages, in no 
measured terms, that which it seems is about to emerge into 
lasting glory, constituting with its *' flocks of Kedar, and 
rams of Nebaioth,'' the very acme of Israel's grandeur m 
their millennial perfection. 

The Rev. Dr. M'Neile, carrying out the literal interpreta- 
tion to its legitimate consequences, says, '^ It is the reiter- 
ated testimony of Scripture, that when Israel shall be re- 
stored, the Word of the LdkI shall go forth from Mount 
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Zion, and the law from Jernsalem. The waters of life shall 
go forth and heal the nations. And all shall go up to Jeru- 
salem to the Feast of Tabernacles^ and see the Lord of Hosts 
manifest in the human nature of Jesns, reigning in Mount 
Zion. This is the feast that shall be made on the mountain 
in that day for all people — of which the Gospel feast is the 
type." 

Now the t3rpe is as inferior to the antitype, as the sign is 
to the thing signified, or the shadow to the substance. Then 
the legal vindication of the divine government, and the con- 
sequent exercise of infinite mercy to a fiilien world by the 
vicarious suflferings of him who only asserted his right when 
claiming equality with God; his stripping principalities and 
powers of all their right to hold the power of death, and 
wield it over their victims — the open show made of them on 
the cross; bringing life and immortality to light by his re- 
snrrection and triumphal entry into the heavens; all these, 
and more than these, are subordinated to the new edition of 
the restored beggarly eUments^ if it be not audacious to call 
them so. Then it seems there is ibund an exception to 
Paul's rapturous exclamation, **God forbid that I should 
(^ory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, Si" oS by 
which cross the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world." 

According to the above teaching, St Paul is quite wrong 
in the comparison which he institutes between the two dis- 
pensations-^in 2nd Cor., chapter iii., as well as in the infer- 
ences which he deduces from the comparison — ^* the mmis- 
tration of death is more glorious than the ministration of the 
Spirit giving life; and the ministration of condemnation than 
the ministration of justification ;" and as to the passing away 
of the Mosaic system, and the permanence of the Christian, 
we must invert PauFs conclusions, and say, '' The gradual 
ndn of the Christian system, and consequent exchange of 
the ministration of the Spirit, for the re-oiiganization of its 
Aaronic and Levitical Priesthood, with all its gorgeous ritual- 
ism." This is the New Dispensation. Where are the sons 
of Levi to be fimnd whose ministiy is to succeed, and con- 
sequently supersede the Priesthood of the Son of God in the 
amplitude of its perfection and final results? Are these to 
be nplaoed by that which in the days of its greatest splen- 
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dour is pronoimoed to be weak, beggarij, nnprofifaable? Yea 
more, instead of '* with aaveiled &ce, boboldiiig as in a ^aas 
the glory of the Lord," and being assimiiated to the same 
glory by the Lord, the Spirit, must the nations go op yeaiiy 
to the literal Jerusalem, that they may catch, as some wiH 
hare it, '* glimpses of the ShdJnah?" for, as to beholding 
him in the effulgence of bis glory, *' in whom dwelleth all 
the folness of the Godhead bodily," that is not reserved for 
mortals in the flesh, porsning their usual ayocadons; bat for 
the beatific vision of that place, where, being like him, we 
shall see him, as he now is, such as when he appeared in 
glory on the holy mount, to Saul on his way to Damascus, 
or to John in Patmos. The days of his flesh are for ever 
past; heaven is filled with his glory — ^the first fruits of the 
resurrection, and the anther of it When he shall come again, 
it will not be to make a city of stone walls the seat of em- 
pire; *'when the Son of Man shall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit on the throne 
of his glory, and before him shall be gathered all nations,'' 
&C. One section of them at thai time will go away into 
everlasting punishment, the other into life eternal;" so the 
scene will close. But of this and similar passages, more hi 
another place. 

If there be anything more extravagantly wonderful thaa 
another in the whole scheme, it is the opinion that he who 
in the plenitude of his majesty, exhibiting all the attributes 
of the invisible God, will re-assume the fleshly body that he 
may literally sit on David's throneu 

Here I shall quote and answer the fourth question: '' In 
what sense does the believer say, * Come, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly?' Can he pray for the personal coming?" — ^Acfcs L 2. 

Answer. It will be sufficient if I show in what sense the 
believer aught to pray in both cases. As the beUever can 
nmther fix dates nor prescribe modes of action to the Al- 
mighty, if he pray for anything, which, to him, the be- 
liever, is future, and consequently to him contingent, as to 
time and manner of accomplishment, he wiU, either men- 
tally or in words, remember that he is but a creature, and 
that reverence and the most profound submission are doe 
from us to the heavenly Father's will in aH things. For 
this, we have the highest example. On any other principle, 
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prayer, aa to things fntnre, and to us, oontingent, may paiv 
take something of the nature of dictation, rather than of 
hnmUe resignation to him ^' who worketh all things after the 
oonncil of his own wilL*' 

I haye often thoaght it strange that many pre-miUennial- 
ists lay so mnch stress on Acts L 1 1, as if they found some- 
thing of great moment as to the second coming; bat as no one 
speaks of a third coming, this text most harmonize with what 
the Lord himself and hki witnesses have said, Hv n^im there- 
fore, Kara being nnderstood, can only mean that as he 
ascended on a ckmd, being received into heaven, he will 
descend from heaven, coming in the donds of heaven, with 
great power and glory. In ascending, mortals only saw 
himself taken up; descending, ** every eye shall see him — 
and they that pierced him." Any visible change in his per- 
son till removed from their sight, would have prejudiced the 
evidence as to personal identity — bnt he will come back in 
insnffentUe ^ory, " and all the holy angels with him. He 
will be revealed from heaven, wiA his mighty angels, inflict- 
ing vengeance with flaming Are." Therefore, nothing can 
be inferred from Acts 111, favourable to his coming in the 
flesh, and as a man leading the armies of the fluthfhl to 
nstore the saored shrines in Jemsalem and ait on David's 
throne. 

Those disdples who believe that the New Testament onght 
to settle this question, and really does settle it, cannot be- 
lieve that there will be ft restoration of the old theocracy, or 
a setting np of a new one. They cannot believe that there 
ever can be two diflerent sections of the members of Christ, 
one worshipping according to the law, and the other accord- 
ing to the Spuit; they cannot believe that the raised saints 
wUl be mingling with mortals caivying on their agricnlturB], 
mercantile, and domestic affauis— Uie raised saints of all past 
ages, nnder a new dispensation mUng in the dilferent pn>* 
vinces, departments, protectorates, snbdivisiona, dtiea, or 
even streets of cities. And why do those who make the 
New Testament, instead of Ben-Eara, theur only text book 
on thia subject, not believe these things? Simply because 
they cannot read those things m the New Testament 

Bnt th^ do read in it when the time comes that the Fbt 
ther hath pnt in his own power, the Lord will come, take all 
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the saved from the first to the last, present them to the Fa* 
ther on the great day of presentadon ; that will be heaven^s 
graad levj ; and to the very place whither he went to prepare 
for them, they shall be introdaced resplendent in moral beanty 
<— his moral glory imparted to them — He glorified and ad- 
mired in them — ^the travail of his sool completed, he will be 
satisfied. Then that which is written will be falfilled, ** We 
fihall be like him, for we shall see him as he is." Christ onr 
life hath appeared, now we are with him in glory. These 
and only these views they hold because they are written m 
die New Testament as with light, and are the tme sayings 
of Grod. *' Christ's second coming is the goal of all revela- 
tion; its Sabbath and its heaven.'* 

Thither are directed all the anxieties which divine troth 
awakens, eveiy hope which it kindles, and every fear which 
it ezcites, instinctively points to that awfnl event, its conco- 
mitants, and its issues as the needle to the pole. To pre- 
pare man for it, as an event fntnre to all whom it addresses, 
is what the Bible proves, and positively all it undertakes to 
do. The whole bearing and force of evety reference to 
Christ's coming as a motive to action, absolutely depends 
on its being a fntnre event 

In the case of saints — look at all the incentives to pati- 
ence and hope, to watchfulness and fidelity, to promptitude 
and cheeifhlness, in the discharge of duty, drawn from the 
prospect of Christ's coming, and see if they would not be 
stript of all th^r power and all theur point, on the supposi- 
tion of its being a past event Take an example or two: ^^ Oc- 
cupy tUl I come." *'*' Be patient, therefore, brethren, tsnto the 
coming of the Lord." *'• Gird up the loins of your mind, be 
sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesns Christ" *' The 
Lord, the ri^teons Judge, shall give the crown of right- 
eousness at that day to all them that love his appearing.'" 
*' Our citizenship is in heaven, from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, who shall change onr vile body," &c Is it 
poasibb to deny that the attitude of expectancy and pre- 
paredness for a future appearing of Christ is the whole bur- 
den of one and all of these passages? Just think how they 
would sound in the ear of a saint livmg after the advent? 
*' Behold I come quickly," is the transporting announcement 
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of Jesus to those eyes which long to behold him, *' and my 
reward is with me to gire to every man as his work shall 
be.'' Bat from what lips shall that delightful response go 
forth after his coming?" ^^Amen, even so, come, Lord 
Jesus." The churches hope, and fears, and struggles have 
found their object and their end. Beyond that end we never 
get in Chd*s Word. It is the goal of all souls travelling 
from grace to j^ory, ''from the region of sin and death to 
the house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." 
It is the crisis and consummation of the state of grace, and 
the whole Bible is constructed on its being so. Here let us 
recal the Scriptural connexion which sufc«ists between the 
two comings of Christ: to the grace brought by the one we 
look backward by faith — and forward by hope to the glory 
which is to be brought by the other; now between these two 
events of unutterable impmtance to the formation and growth 
of character, the believer is thus poised: let this intrinsic 
connection, and studied juxtaposition of these two doctrines 
in the Christian system — these commanding events in the 
work of redemption — ^be duly weighed, and then let the 
reader say whether the theory of a race of outstanding 
eaints, living on the earth after the second advent, does not 
dislocate this connection, eviscerate every text which expres- 
ses it, derange the whole economy of evangelical motives, 
subvert the only recognised basis of Christian character, and 
introduce a principle of inextricable conflision, where order 
and beauty, symmetry and strength, are seen otherwise to 
reign. 

'*'The Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven — his 
mighty angels taking vengeance in flaming fire,' &c ' The 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night' Such 
warnings would be inapplicable to sinners living after that 
event, one part of Scripture would be inapplicable to saints, 
and another inapplicable to sinners living after that event" — 
Bev. David Brown, Glasgow, Christ's second coming, will 
it be pre-millennial? 

An eanest, intelligent, simpie-mmded student of the New 
Testament, would certainly come to the conclusion that life 
and immortality have been brought to Ught by the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ — thAt the obscure hints and slen- 
der intfanations of the Old Testament on these momentous 
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sabjects are now verified in all their ampHtade. The same 
earnest and simple-minded reader, assigning to the words of 
the Most High, their evident meaning, would condnde that 
fl aimgrdan <y rfi f tf^arij ri/M^ literallj means, " the resur- 
rection in the last daj." Bnt according to the teaching of 
the old millennarian &thers, now modernized and improved, 
resurrections and last days are to be as numerous as the dis^ 
pensations which are to succeed the present ; and which manj 
do not scruple to represent as a failure, and ready to pass 
away. 

We, who are of the old school, and who are generally 
described as knowing little more than *^the Jird fioe duipUn 
of the Epistle to the Bomana^^^ have regarded those parts of 
Scripture as awfully grand and terribly sublime, which re- 
present the Son of Man coming in his glory, and aU the holy 
angels with him; sitting on the throne of his glory — the 
quick and the dead of the past, and the existing generations, 
assembled before him! 

The instantaneous resurrection of the dead, and the chang- 
ing of the living, give us the highest possible idea of Almighty 
power. How overwhelming t^e thought, that the innumer- 
able millions whose remains had long been commingled with 
their kindred elements, shall rise to life in the twinkling of 
an eye, each in his own absolute consciousness! As to the 
saints, how glorious the change, from corruption to the re- 
fulgent splendour of heavenly beauty; ^thiy shall be like 
him, seeing him as he is." Is this a reality? or is it only a 
dream of a mistaken fwcy. ^^AU that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and they shall come forth." One voice, one 
hearing, one causey one e£fect; one state common to aU m 
the graves. But at the voice oif the Son of Man, they come 
forth — ^to the judgment they C(Hne. Mark the characteris- 
tics of this resurrection: "They that have done good, come 
forth to the resurrection of life." These constitute the har^ 
vest of which Christ is the first firuits; the complement of 
which he is the glorious head. In a legal sense* they had 
risen with him when he rose; now in a literal sense they 
rise in the second Adam, they rise to life, to be glorified 
with Jesus. 

"And they that have done evil to the resurrection of con- 
demnation." These lived and died in the first* the old 
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Adam; now thej rise in him to condemnation. I ask the 
objector, if the simnltaneoos resurrection of all that are in 
the grave is not expressed in these verses — the 28th and 
29th of the 6th of John, what words onght to have been 
used to express it? That the voice of the Sod of Man will 
raise the ivicked is snrelj expressed, bat should a thousand 
years intervene between the resurrection of the righteous and 
the wicked, it surely would not be one and the same voice 
raising both parties — ^the case is, indeed, a desperate one. 

Attempts have been made to silence the testimony of tlus 
most decided witness, by alleging that, as in the 26 th verse, 
*^ The Redeemer speaks of a moral resurrection commencing 
at that hour, and progressing onward to the end; therefore, 
may not the literal resurrection be progressive." The reply 
IB simple, Christ has not taught this. And again, there is 
no proper analogy between the two cases, and where there 
Is no analogy, there can be no mferenco. 

That there is a perfect harmony between our Lord^s teach- 
ing and that of his witnesses on this, as well as on all the 
other doctrines of the New Testament, will appear from the 
following passage, as well as from many others equally pUin. 

'^ Seeing it is a righteous thing with Qod to recompense 
tribulation to them that trouble you; and to you who are 
troubled rest with us. When the Lord Jesus shall be re* 
vealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the ^ory of his power, when he shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and admired in all them that believe 
in that day." — 2 Thes. i. 6-10. If this very sublime and 
truly awfol passage be indeed a part of the inspired record, 
it teaches, in no obscure terms, that simultaneously with the 
church's glorification, their persecutors, yea, all that know 
not Qod, and obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
shall receive their final and appointed doom. The canon of 
interpretation which would attempt to prove the contrary, 
would disprove everything asserted in the New Testament. 
Let the reader note the following declarations in the passage: 
*^ It is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation 
to them that trouble you." Since the day you believed the 
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Gospel, and tarned to God from idob to serve the living and 
true God, jou have proved yonr love and fidelity amid the 
most cniel soflferings; imsedaced and nnawed by their snares 
and terrors. The rectitude of the divine government, for the 
vindication of virtue and the ponishment of vice, demands 
the interference of retributive justice. It is your Lord who 
is hated and persecuted in you. And as it will appear a 
righteous thing in him to recompense you with final and 
eternal rest in glory, so it will be equally righteous m him 
to give to them the reward which they have merited. Ever- 
lasting destruction; removed from all possible good, and ex- 
posed to the greatest evil — ^they shall know what is incurred 
by contemning God, while rejectmg the rich provisions of 
his love. To meet the moral requirements of the divine go- 
vernment, this will take place at the same time, '^/n dtat 
day:' 

*^ Coming in his glory and all the holy angels with him, 
he will convict all the ungodly among them of their ungodly 
deeds which they have impiously committed, and of all the 
hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against 
him.'* The Most High has been accused and condenmed 
since the day it was said, ^' The woman whom tkou gavest 
me, she beguiled me and I did eat" He has been judged 
and condemned in his people, ^* For thy sake are we killed 
all the day long, we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.'* 
The accused and the accuser will be brought face to fkce, if 
Scripture testimony be true; it would be no judgment with- 
out it The rights of Jehovah are to be asserted; the eter- 
nal and immutable principles of truth and virtue vindicated; 
that God is not the author of moral evil, and that the pre- 
science and predetermination of the infinite mind are consist- 
ent with the liberty and responsibility of the creature, will 
then never more be questioned. *'God will be justified in 
his sayings and cleared when he is judged." lliere is no 
need to inquire into the length of Aat day. The Apostle 
brings the two parties together^ the glorification and rest of 
the one, and the everUsting destruction of the other are 
simultaneous acts, and that proves all that we ask. This 
cannot be overturned; and surely the attempt to refer the 
vengeance described in this passage to temporal judgments is 
feeble in the extreme, besides a viohition of the laws of lan- 
guage. 
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The same tnith is Uoght in many passages with consider- 
able variety of language : '^ The Master of the house arises, 
he shuts the door;'* the reign of mercy is ended, her voice 
ifl to be heard no more; her rich provisions, her gentle per- 
suasions, her soothing invitations and urgent entreaties, are 
exchanged for the voice of the Archangel and the trump of 
God; the opening graves usher in that day. '^Nol every 
one that saith to me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father. 
Many will say unto me, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
in thy name, and in thy name cast out devils, and in thy 
name done many worics ; and then will I profess unto them, 
I never acknowledged you, depart from me ye that work in- 
iquity.*' In the parallel passage — Luke, xiil 24-29, he 
adds, " There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth when 
ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom 
of Grod, and you yourselves thrust out'* Here are evidently 
consecutive acts, a consecutive scene. The concealed hypo- 
crite, the false professor, the cold formalist, the fiery bigot; 
ye Jesuists, ye inquisitors, who murdered the innocent in the 
sacred name of Jesus, come forth now and substantiate your 
claims. 

Ye despots, try titles now with the once despised Naza- 
««ne, and ye reasoners, both of the French, German and 
English schools now enter the lists with the Gallilean. Strauss, 
summon all your Rationalism, look up, is that a myth, whose 
giory shrouds the sun in sackcloth ; now bring your honest 
criticisms to bear on him before whom the elements are dis- 
sohing, and the everiasting hills are passing away ! I reject 
the system that would rob Jesus of the full, public, and 
etemid vindication of his own honour and his people's triumph. 
^* Every eye shall see him, and they also who pierced him," 
and that too at his first appearance, ^^ For the Son of Man 
shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and 
then shall he reward every man according to his works." — 
Matt zvL 17. Does this mean that he will come to take 
up his chnreh? the rapture of the cbureh; removing the let 
to the coming of a peraonal Antichrist Meanwhile Christ 
somewhere in the re^on of air with his saints, till this per- 
sonal Antichrist will have played off hts pranks, and then 
founding, on the destruction of Antichrist and his party, a 
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new and divine theocracy in Jeniaalem, to reign on the throne 
of David for ever and everl No, but, "When the Son <rf 
Man shall come in his gloiy, and all the holy angels witfa 
him, then shall he sit on the throne of his glorj , and b^sre 
him shall be gathered all nations." 

I remember dbcnssing this great question some years sinee 
with an excellent clergyman, of no mean abilities, and he 
affirmed that as there is no mention h&e of resurrection, the 
words vavra ra tBfri could only mean all the living inhabi- 
tants — and that in point of fact, these words never mean 
more than the living inhabitants. I asked him what was 
the difference between the ^avra ra f ^ of the 25th of Mat- 
thew, and the identical same words in Acts xiv. 16; "Who 
in times past suffered iravra ra <^ to walk in their own 
ways," or even the mv t^vo^ avBfiruf of Acts xvii. 26 ; was 
he prepared to say that these texts only meant the living 
inhabitants at any given time? or could they fairly be taken 
for anything less than all the human family? Anything that 
rests its support on smaQ criticism, ought to be abandoned 
by every Christian. 

But by the extraordinary magnifying power of that system, 
he showed me in that passage what I had never seen before, 
a third party between the sheep and the goats. Who are 
they said I in my simplicity? They are theses said he. And 
who are these? The Jews, said he. So then the sheep 
will be that part of the living inhabitants that will have well 
treated the Jews, and that part of the inhabitants living at 
the advent who will either have treated them ill, or not 
having the opportunity of treating them will be the goats — 
and hence the grounds on which the goats are sent into ever- 
lasting punishment, and the righteous into life eternal I — 
Lord John Russell and his friends will have a good chanoe, 
he has long tried to get the poor Jews into Parliament — and 
why should they not? 

But seriously, the vice of such criticisms and reasonings 
consists m representing the Lord saying one thing as a teacher, 
and doing another as the judge. He refused recognizing 
any, even his own relations, as his brethren — " Only thoae 
who heard the word of God and kept it ;" stretching ont his 
hands to the fishermen who followed him, he ardentiy ex- 
claimed, " Behold my brethren," but acc(»^g to this many 
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featured Bystem, while seated on the throne of his gloty, he 
is made to call them his brethren, who, nntil that hour had 
rejected his claims, and treated him as accursed, whose 
glory was and is the glory of the only begotten of the Father, 
the brightness of his glory and the %af oxnjo r^g if^nard^swg^ 
the character of his subsistence, God manifested to mortals. 
Now as judge, this same system represents him as calling 
them brethren, and conferring future rewards for treating 
them kindly, and inflicting everlasting punishment for ill- 
treating, or rather for not treating them weQ. And as this 
takes plaoe at his coming and consequently before they be 
conyerted, then this is the justice to be distributed; how 
nnlike the procedure of an impartial judge. Then it seems 
there ia respect of persons with God — and there will not be 
even-handed justice meted out, '^ to the Jew first, and also 
to the Gentile." Thus the necessities of the system deftce 
the beauty and destroy the force of some of the plainest pas- 
sages of the New Testament The closing paragraph of the 
25th of Matthew, would naturally strike the mind of a sim- 
ple hearted reader as the closing scene, one section of human 
beings go away into everlasting punishment, the other into 
life eternal ** To simple readere these conditions are final, 
not at all says Mr. Dallas of Wanston, with many others." 
^* When the Son of Man shall (at the opening of the mil- 
lennium) sit upon the throne of his ^ory, before him shall 
be gathered not all nations, as we render it, but^-* all the 
Ghntiles.' They are not Ghrisdans as is commonly thought, 
putting that question out of humility, * Lord when saw we 
thee an hungered and fed thee.' But they are heathens^ and 
the question is one of iffnoranoe asking information — as if 
some inhabitants of Ghina or Japan, Mr. Dallas says, among 
whom a Ifissionary had come in the last days of this dispen- 
sation, and being persecuted, these Japanese or Chinese had 
been constrained to succour him, not knowing whose servant 
he was, so that when Jesus should say from the throne of his 
glory, * the deed was done to him,' pointing at the same 
time to the glorified body of the Missionary, sitting on the 
throne beside him, the poor Japanese stiU a mortal man, 
though standing before the throne of Christ's glory, seeing 
this Missionaiy would be very much astonished at the infor- 
mation—whereas, to a Christian no such information would 
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be required. These then, are * the sheep.' And the * goats,' 
such Grentiles or Heathens as had ill-treated his serraots. 
Then the decwtbn, ' Come, ye Uessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom,' that is, inherit the sovareigntj described in 
the first chapter of Grenesis, ' Haye dominion over the,' && 
They are set apart as the new stock of the generation of 
Adam, whom God will educate for a thousand years, without 
the influence of the devil to counteract a dispensation of 
sight" 

This is another melancholy mstanoe of adding to the Word 
of God in order to support a system; I say, perish the sy»- 
tem that requires such aid. There aie no varioas reading?, 
no mbtranslations to be pleaded here; thb is not mevdj 
adding to Scripture, it is making Scripture, while it enundatea 
principles at variance with some cardinal points constituting 
the, " Faith once delivered to the Saints." 

The whole of the 25th of Matthew furnishes a point-hUnk 
contradiction to the attempts made to turn aside the force of 
our Lord^s own account of the manner, the object, and the 
results of his second coming. 

Even the excellent Mr. Bickersteth does not admit the 
presence of the righteous and the wicked simultaneously in 
that awful scene described by the King of Glory. 

'' The true and full view, says he, seems to be that which 
makes it to include the resurrection of the just at the begin- 
ning, and the unjust at the dose pf the millennial day. The 
woi'k of aoqmtal and mercy, which is our LoixL's delight, ia 
first in order; afterwards follows the sentence of wrath, which 
is his strange work We follow the current of God's Word» 
as well as a heart and consdence renewed in love after the 
image of Christ, in assigning the sentence of reward and 
mercy to the morning, and the sentence of condemnation to 
the evening of that terriUe day." 

Let the impartial reader mark the slender proof that satis- 
fies this dear and excell^t man, and doubtless, many of his 
partial readers, that he is fairly representing our Lord's 
statement of the great transaction. Li the 40th verse the 
King says, *' Inasmacfa as ye did it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye did it unto me." But in passing 
sentence on the other he only says " Inasmuch as ye did k 
not to one of the least of these^ omitting the word bretbrm^ 
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from tbk he infers that these mean the wicked^ each company 
standing by itself without the presence of the others before 
the judge, each containing within itself the fnU test of its 
acceptance and its rejection; the righteous in their own 
mutual and brotherly love; and the wicked in mutual hate- 
ftthiesa and hatred."— 6^uidl^ pp. 284, 286. 

The pains taken to silence the testimony of this sublime 
and affecting statement afford strong proof that its weight is 
felt in this important controversy. What Christian man, 
dealing with Scripture, in this manner, would venture to 
maintain before an intelligent audience, that the Scriptures, 
without note or comment, are a sufficient rule of Auth, while 
in matters of the highest moment — such as, *' Is Christ a 
King?" the nature of his kingdom and reign, the resur- 
rection, the judgment, the td>i or whereness of the righte- 
ous after the resurrection, &c., cannot be settled without inter- 
polations, emendations, new theories and surmises? Yet let 
the last paragraph of the 25th of Matthew be read to an in- 
telligent, though illiterate peasant, a philosopher, and an 
infidel, and they will admit that all the actors in that scene, 
and the results there specified must take place consecutively, 
granting the truth of the general statement The obvious 
meaning of the terms is the meaning of the whole passage. 

On what authority is the millennial period called a dayf 
Is it because Peter quotmg the 90th Psalm, '* One day is 
with the Lard as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day;" not to describe the transactions of the millen- 
nial period, but to silence the scoffers, who sneeringly ask, 
*^ Where is the promise of his coming?" was this quotation 
nuuilfi. What they called the time since the fathers fell 
asleep, was a mere pomt to that mind to whom there can be 
neither past nor future in the same sense as to us, creatures 
of a moment Any text, word, or phrase quoted for any 
other purpose than that which the writer intended is a mis- 
application, a fidse quotation; let brethren have done with 
such things, **Jiat jtutAia, mat coltink" Let us have no 
Newmanism — no development; *'Let God be true." Why 
fritter ftway the grandest, the most sublime scene that the 
oni verse can ever witness? 

Brethren, your judiciary and firagmentaiy scenes of resnr- 
lectioiia and jodgments have reconciled many an uncon- 

c 3 
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vcited heart to yonr doctrine, substitating temporary sad 
p&rtial for '^ demcd judgment'" Not so the King's own state- 
ment; ** These shall go away into everlastmg punishment, 
the righteous mto life eternal P Brethren, add not to theae 
words; the King of glory uttered, and he will verify thenL 

To this it is objected, " If the resurrection of the righte- 
ous and the wicked, and the general judgment oi aU men, 
took place at one time and in the same day, none would, 
none could be left, as the heads and parents of a redeemed 
people on earth. But the Holy Scriptures reveal to us a 
progress in judgment, and that the resurrection <^ the sdnts 
at the commencement of the millennium, and after the thou- 
sand years, the rest of the dead, the wicked, live and are 
judged... .At the close of the millennium, there b a last open 
apostacy of the wicked, who, during the thousand years, had 
yielded a feigned submission. The apostates are first slain 
by fire, and afterwards raised with the rest of the wicked 
dead, for judgment But no change b then menti<Hied as 
passing on the Jewbh nation, or on the living righteous, 
such as in the translation of the living saints before the 
millennium. The living righteous may continue a seed to 
serve Grod, and in successive generations be trained for hea- 
venly glory." — Bickersteth, 

Again he says, ''The Apostie closes his prayer for the 
Ephesians by leading to the same wonderful result, a perpe- 
tual continuance of the church upon earth. ' Unto God be 
glory in the church by Christ Jesus world without end,' or as 
it might be rendered, througlwut aU the generations of the 
ages of ages. The Christian Church b described as ' only 
the first fruits of a glorious harvest yet to be reaped on our 
eaith. The people shall be all righteous; they shall inherit 
the land for ever.' — Isaiah, ix. 21. They shall dwell in the 
land, they and their children, and their children's children 
for ever., and my servant David shall be their prince /or 
ever."*' If these statements be true, Isaiah oveithrows the rea- 
sonings and conclusion of Paul ; perhaps the estimaUe author 
did not reflect on the inconsbtency involved in the existence 
of two separate eternal sovereignties, while maintaimng 
the unity of the Grodhead. He, in whom dwelleth all the 
fnlness of the Godhead bodily, visibly dbplaying hb gbry, 
and reigning for ever in Jerusalem, over men in the fieeh, 
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propagAtmg their species. Will they live for ever here in 
Adamic innooence? If ao, how did they get oat of the old 
fallen Adam, free from the moral taint? Will the flesh re- 
fine itself through saocessive processes? Will they die, rise 
again, and afford evidence of resnrrection developments ? 
What will be the principle of their relation to Christ? As 
it cannot be spiritual, it must be natural; and if natural, 
then it will be a revwsal of all the principles according to 
which mercy has hitherto been exercised in favour of the 
fallen race. 

It has been proved that the New Testament kingdom is 
the ''kmgdom of God and of Christ." If there will be two 
eternal kingdoms, the Son reigning for ever over one in 
Jerusalem, and the other kingdom in the heavens; when is 
the '< Son to deliver up the kingdom to the Father, that God 
may be all in all?" And what is the kingdom which he is 
to deliver up? The notion of two cotemporaneons and eter- 
nal sovereignties overturns the unity of the Godhead, out- 
rages Scripture, insults our reason, and fhmishes weapons to 
the scofier and the infidel, by which to assail with immense 
advantage the citadel of the Christian faith. 

It would have been well if gifted and influential brethren 
had employed their talents in ejecting from their congrega- 
tions the elements of popish delu^ons, cold-hearted formal- 
ism, and double-dyed hjrpocrisy; had they inculcated bro- 
therly kindnes and charity; had they led the way in dimin- 
ishing the causes of disunion, that the prayer of our Lord 
might here be realised in appearance, as well as in fact; but 
if they have enunciated, interminable, crude, and nnscriptnral 
theories on subjects, which, in nnmistakeable language, have 
received the imprimaiiur of the Eternal, their talents and influ- 
ence so misapplied, have generated controversies, strifes, mul- 
tiplied the elements of dissension, and turned away many 
^^from the simplidty that is in Christ" 

It is not disputed so fiur as I know, that there will be only 
cm second coming, there is no mention made of a third. 
What has been already affirmed, by texts of Scripture which 
can neither in good fUth nor logically, receive or bear a se- 
cond meaning, coovinoe me that the last paragragh of the 
25th of Matthew states in substance, what is affirmed in 
more general termsy in the fbllowmg snUime and aflfocting 
passage :«^ 
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'^ And I saw s great white throne, and him tint sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled awaj; and 
there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small 
and great, stand before Giod; and the books were opened; and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the 
dead were jndged out of thoscthings whidi were written In the 
books, according to their works. And the sea gave ap the 
dead that were in it; and death and Hades gave np tiiie dead 
that were in them, and thej were judged, eveiy man according 
to his works; and death and Hades were cast into the lake 
of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life, was cast into the lake of 
fire."— Rev. XX. 11-15. 

An intelligent, reasoning, and well->infonned Christian, tak- 
ing his views on these subjects from the New Testament* 
would certainly oondude that the last paragnq^h of the 25th 
of Matthew sjncluroniaes with the one just quoted. In both 
he would think that the throne, the king, the occasion, are 
identical — ^that all the descendants of Adam are present- 
that it is the first, formal, literal resurrection, and et$nial 
judgment. The subjects of judgment, the ri^teous and 
the wicked, the grounds of judgment, the same as specified 
in the 5th of John; works, good and bad, the firoits and 
evidences of character. Else, whj the book of life opened? 
If the object of this session were merely as the theories teach* 
to raise the wicked dead, judge and punish them, the book 
of life were a supeifiuitj, their opening it a mere useless 
form. Mr. Dalhis says, "It wUl be there for a negative 
purpose, to prove that none of those who will th^ be 
judged, had his name there." Is this ingenious? To prove 
to whom? God makes no mistakes; conscience will be his 
voucher. The cause of condemnation is not that one's name 
is not in the book of life, but that he died impenitent, a re- 
bel against the king of heaven. The exbtence of the book 
of life, suggesting the perfect prescience of God, impliea no- 
thing obstructive to the salvation of any; the wicked, and 
the contemners of mercy, would be what they ara and 
will be, though no such book of fore-knowledge existed. 
The opening of the book of life fw the first time, [Hroves the 
presence of those for whose safety it is <^ned; therefore the 
church, the body of Christ, the number of the elect wiU not 
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have been completed till after the mfllenniiim, or at the end 
of it, and the judgment will immediately sncceed the gene- 
ral resnrrection, and cloee the histoiy of our race. 

If the reader hesitate whether he and all mankind shall 
be found in the mightj assembly described in these passages, 
let him attentiyely peruse them again, and then let hun pon- 
der the following difScnlty. Mr. DaUas and many others 
maintain that all the saints were taken up a thousand jeafs 
before; while, of all the dead that will be raised at this 
judgment, not one will be found in the book of life. But 
the millennium intervened between what they call the two 
sessions of judgment, the one in the m<Mrning, and the other 
in the evening of the great day. A reign of righteousness 
for a thousand years, Jews converted, Christ reigning on 
David^s throne in Jerusalem, the nations flowing into it» 
and yet not a solitary name in the book of life!! 

Now we who are considered very low in knowledge, whose 
proper place is to sit and learn on these deep subjects, sup- 
pose, that during the Sabbatism of peace and ri^teonsness 
produced by the Holy Spirit's agency through the gospel dis- 
pensation, which we do not admit to be a failure, the num- 
bers saved may be equal to all that have hitherto passed from 
death unto life, we can easily find a phice for them without 
leaving them on earth to propagate their species for ever — 
we believe that all the saved of that golden age, will be mem- 
bers of Christ's mystical body, and we fearlessly deny the pos- 
sibility of salvation but in the very way in which any sinner 
is saved now, therefore the body of Christ, the Church, 
win not be complete till the end of the millennium, and Christ 
will not leave the right hand of the Father till he comes to 
jodge the world, the whole world, bad men and devils, 
'* For he is now reigning, and must reign until all his enemies 
be put under his feet, subdued, the last enemy, death, shall 
be destroyed." 

If we are to receive the I5th of Ist Conuthians as the tea- 
timony of God concerning the doctrine of the resurrection, we 
must believe that when the resurrection there taught will 
have taken {riaoe death will be destroyed. The destruction 
of the Uttt enemy death, then accomplished, forms a cogent 
argunent against the pre-millennial tbeoiy. This is mantfeat 
from the inextricable difficulties in wfakh it involves the 
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system as has already been Bhown, its best adTOcatea being 
often not only opposed to one anotiier on those vital tnithsy 
bat sometimes the same anthor to himsel£ The resmreetion 
has been the point to which the mind of every trae believer 
has tnrned in all ages. ^' They submitted to be tortured, 
not acc^tmg dellveranoe al the price of apostacy, that they 
might obtain a better resurrection*" It is the goal where 
the crown will be given, where more will be received than 
the most ardent imagination can conceive. '^ When Christ 
our life, shall i4)pear, then shall we also appear with him 
in gloiy ; we shall be like him for we shall see him as he is." 
On the throne to which he ascended, he appears in the 
presence of Qod for his people, that the heavenly places might 
be accessible to humanity, he entered diA di mi idiw aifutros 
through the medium of, on account of his ovm blood for the 
redemption of man, procuring pardon and eternal life, con- 
sistently with the recdtude of God as the moral governor of 
the world, no connivance at sin, but justice fully maintained. 
But humanity glorified in him, is the preparation for the 
full entrance of the glorified humanity of his people, that is 
the place of theur reception, that is the '* Father's House," 
it is not made with hands, it is not on earth, but eternal in 
the heavens, their hope, things hoped for, is in the heavens, 
tiieir inheritance is reserved for them in heaven, he ia their 
forerunner, not unto an earthly Jerusalem, though its splen- 
dour were to daaale the sun, but unto heaven itself. The 
apostle has traced some analogy between the consecration of 
the patterns of things in the heavens, namely, the tabemade 
and its furniture, and the heavenly things themselves. That 
a mortal might enter into the tabemade and into the presence 
of the Shekinah or visible glory, he must present sacrificial 
blood. That nothing contrary to justice and holiness may be 
done, no desecration of the holy place eternal in the heavens, 
in admitting the dinrch, the members of Christ, he in his 
g^rified humanity has entered there; that is their destined 
place; it is ready, prepared for them; there he will present 
it to himself a glorious Church, without blemish, in absolute 
perfection, in his own perfection, he and they one. To deny 
this is to deny revelation. But if these things be so, and if 
they take place at the resurrection, then Christ will never 
lit^ly reign in Jerusalem. 
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The resnrrection is a mighty subject; it hss two aspects: 
one awful in the extreme, the other sarpassinglj glorious. 
Of the latter the sacred writers chiefly speak. It seems to be 
ever before them. To have dwelt on the other woold have 
been oat of place. *' If by any means I may attain onto the 
resarrection of the dead." 

Great stress is liud on this passage as one of thoae texts 
which teach, at least by implication, the doctrine of two re- 
sorrections, one of the Ohorch at the commencement of the 
millennium — ^which, if true, it would follow, dther, that 
there will be no saints on earth during that vast period, 
or, if there will be, they will either not die, or if they die, 
they will not be raised; but we have already seen the various 
theories, puzzles, and shifts to which this has given rise. 

It is often asked in a tone of triumph, why should the 
aposUe thus express himse]£ **If by any means I may 
attain to the resurrection," since he was certain of the gene- 
ral resurrection? Answer, it was not a resurrection common 
to both parties alike, but the resurrection peculiar to beUevers, 
the resurrection of life — not differing in time but in its nature 
and consequences. Our froX/rfUjCMi citizenship is in the heavens, 
that is the place of our destination, Jesus has conferred on 
us the freedom of the eternal city, the metropolis of the uni- 
verse, there is the throne of God and the Lamb, there he 
sheds on all the lustre of the Godhead, which flesh and blood 
cannot behold. We look for him thence, he will change the 
body of our humiliation that it owr^ may be fashioned like to 
his own glorious body according to the working whereby he 
is able even to subdue all things ioturf to himself. ^* For as 
we have borne the image of tiie earthy, we shall also bear 
the image of the heavenly.*' The resurrection of the first- 
bom from the dead, is the pledge and pattern of the resnirec- 
tion of hb people, who are the complement of himself this, 
not the time, makes it the object of ardent desire; and in 
the dassic language of the apostle, is the prize for which he 
was contending, one which is surely wwthy of the most 
ardent exertion. 

In one of the twelve lectures, to which reference has been 
made more than once, Mr. Burks says the word is a compound, 
and occurs here only, and might be rendered, *' the peculiar 
resurrectiony" the emphasis being redoubled. We admit that 
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the raBorreetioii to which Paul irns strimg to leach is pecn- 
Hat in character and resalts, as ab'eadj stated. This is ad- 
mitted by Mr. Birics himself, saying, *^ This might of itself 
be referred to the momentous difference in the nature of the 
resurrection which he sought.^' So we thinlc, and a]] direct 
evidence confirms the opinion, in holding which we are not 
driven on the shoals and quicksands of interminable speculation. 

But there is no reduplication in the word tx-awt-^rautt^ 
literally a standing up from ; the preposition being put in com- 
poBtion with the first noun instead of the second, difiering 
nothing in sense from avottfraffrr fx nx^w, from the deid. — 
Lnke, xx. 35. And there is no dir^ evidence to prove 
that it must mean from among the dead, leaving the wicked 
in the grave, while it just as clearly means the place of the 
dead; but tJiere has been adduced already direct evidence 
that the latter is its true meaning. No help being afforded 
from foreign sources, the English reader can judge as well as 
the best Grecian. Were criticism of much weight in this 
question, I should be inclined to lay some stress on Paul's 
statement of his hope before Felix: — *^ amaraa-n /imXXs/v 
in^ku vfx^ftff, d/xoiwv rs TUti aJbintuwf — a resurrection of the 
dead, both of the just and the unjust." This statement of 
Paul's hope, taken down in St. Luke's historic style, will 
require great forensic tact to make it say that there will be 
two literal resurrections, an interval of a thousand years 
between them. God will, at some future moment, perform 
one of his greatest acts; that one act will embrace two 
parties, the just and the unjust Tf xoi involve both parties 
in one and the same act at the same time. If language has 
a certain meaning, this inference is identical with the direct 
evidence already given. 

Hear now what pre-millennialists have to rebut to these 
simple and direct witnesses. 

One of the twelve clergymen to whose lectures reference 
has been frequently made, Mr. Birks, Fellow of Trini^ 
College, Cambridge, says: — ^' But the first resurrection offers 
a BtiU severer trial to the faith of the Christian. We can- 
not here appeal to innumerable texts where it is plamly 
revealed; the analogy of Scripture, however, is dedsive in 
its favour, though it appears, at first sight, obscure and 
ambiguous." — Second Coming^ pp. ,155, 156. Tt is ad- 
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mitted by all pre-millennlalists, ancient and modern, that 
there is but one direct intimation of " a first resurrection.'' 
It might be sufficient to say that the text relied on is not 
direct evidence, since its advocates allow that all that are 
Christ's shall rise before the millennium, and all the wicked 
after it, they have no resurrection, translation, or change for 
the righteous who live during that period; and we have seen 
that, ^* when the books shall be opened," and the other book, 
the Book of Life, there wUl not be found in it even a single 
name of that mighty assembly: all who were enrolled in it 
had been glorified a thousand years before. It will be opened 
for a negative purpose, *' to show the lost they had no place 
there." Ah I brethren, there are solemnities involved which 
demand different treatment Your system leaves a mighty 
chasm ; you feel it A certain astronomer, considering the 
vast distance between the orbits of Jupiter and Saturn, ex- 
claimed, ^* God never made the system that way." His bold 
conjecture was afterwards fnlly verified; so, we affirm, God 
has not arranged their consecutive acts and final results in 
the disjecta membra, in which you represent them. Con- 
sidered in a moral sense there can be but two classes of be- 
ings in the universe, the good and the bad, the just and the 
onjttst; hereafter but two places, heaven and the place of the 
lost The Bible speaks of these last times, of the last day; 
some of yon have no last times, no last day, but generation 
after generation for ever and ever. The Bible teaches us 
that there will be a last day, and after that, no successive 
dispensations or generations, but one simple, grand idea» 
eternity. The parenthesis, time, will have been Uotted out; 
the Godhead will be all in alL This is intelligible; youHs is 
confusion worse confounded. 

The question may be asked, it is right that it should, ^* what 
is the meaning of the ^ first resurrection ?' " It cannot mean a 
literal resorrection of the dead, for then it would leave all the 
wicked in the grave and the tjrrant death reigning triumphant 
over them, while Paul represents him as swallowed up, ut- 
terly extinct at the resurrection of the righteous. It cannot 
be a literal resurrection of persons, for then it would contra- 
dict the evidence, both duect and circumstantial, by which 
we have the two parties present at the same time before the 
Judge of quick and dead. By direct evidence I mean the 
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simple dedaradons of the fact already given; by circamataa- 
tial Buch as the following: — "Wherefore ve labour, that 
vi^ether present or absent we may be accepted of him, ap- 
proved; for we mnst all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done whether it be good or 
bad. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord we persuade 
men."— -2 Cor. v. 9-1 1. If these be the words of inspiration 
eveiy one must stand before the judgment seat of Christ ; past 
actions, things done in the body while we lived, the subjects 
of judgment, as evidence of character. Two possible issoes 
contemplated, approval or rejection; to obtain the one and 
escape the other Uie Apostle laboured, was ambitious; know- 
ing the terrible results of failure he persuaded men. This 
language is opposed to common sense on the supposition that 
the parties involved in these alternatives will not be present, 
and that the issues will not be determined at one and the same 
transaction. Happily such is not the manner in which God 
teaches. Hear die same intrepid, uncompromising witness 
again: "But after thy hardness and impenitent heart, trea- 
surest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath, and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who shall ren- 
der to every man according to his works; to them who fay 
patient continuance in well doing seek for glory, and honoor, 
and immortality, (he will render) eternal life; but unto 
them that are contentious and do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguish upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew 
first and also of tiie Gentile; but glory, honour, and peace, 
to every one that doeth good, to the Jew first and also to the 
Gentile, (for there is no respect of persons with God), m the 
daywJienOodskaU judge the secrets of men by Jesus ChrutP 
—Bom. iL 5-10. 

Let any unbiassed mind observe the changes here firom the 
wicked to the righteous, and from the righteous to the wicked 
again, God judging the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, and 
say, are not all these simultaneously present? is not this one 
oontmuous scene, one unbroken transaction? To deny this 
is to deny the first principles and use of language. These 
faithful witnesses, calling things by their right names, are 
not to be silenoed by a text whkh can be faurly shown to have 
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a meaniog entirely in accordance with these. Manj other 
passages to the same effect might be adduced. 

To an this accumolation of direct and circnmstantial evi- 
dence for a simnltaneous and final resurrection both of the 
jnst and nnjast, strengthened by the acknowledged fact that 
of all who shall exist during the miUennial reign not one will 
be connected with the church; not one of them found in the 
Book of Life; no resurrection for them; no change such as 
shall pass on the living sunts before the millennial advent 
Let the reader examine the evidence which pre-millennialists 
produce and then ask, is it sufficient to rebut what has been 
advanced? Mr. Birks, Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
one of the twelve clergymen whose Lectures on the Advent 
have been already quoted, says, " But the first resurrection 
offers a still severer trial to the fiiith of the Christian. We 
cannot appeal to Innumerable texts where it is plainly revealed. 
The analogy of Scripture, however, is decisive m its favour, 
though at first sight obscure and ambiguous. We have to rest 
only on the word of God, and chiefly on this one prophecy." 

While it is just to give Mr. Birks credit for his honest ad- 
mission as to the weakness and ambiguity of his proo( a 
conclusion directly opposite to his must be drawn ; for, as the 
evidence for a resurrection, including both the just and the 
unjust, is overwhelming and complete, and the evidence for 
a first resurrection is objure and ambiguous, the analogy of 
Scripture must lie on the side of Scripture evidence, and, 
therefore, on his own showing the balance is all against him. 

Perhaps he estimates the value of faith on the Pnseyite and 
Bomish principle, *' A vigorous faith exerted where there is 
little evidence is very meritorious; but, when exercised where 
there is no evidence, or even contrary to all the laws of 
evidence, it b still more meritorious." 

Now I freely confess that if the nature of the subject and 
the contexts in which this obscure, ambiguous, and solitary 
text stands, did not afford an easy solution in harmony .with 
the nature of the book in which it is found, I should be quite 
confounded, not indeed about the theory in ^pute, but about 
the whole conceriL I cannot believe contradictions; I can- 
not oppose Scripture to Scripture: I cannot and will not sub- 
ordinate the pUdn, clear, and unambiguous to the confessedly 
obscure and ambiguous, but the contrary ; and must find the 
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meaning of the obecnre from the nature of the subject and the 
manner in which the anthor treats it On any other principle 
transnbstantiation is proved, and other errors which I will 
not name. 

This illnstrions, solitary text, which is the cause of so much 
discussion, stands amid an assemblage of gorgeous and most 
beautiful imageiy, and is itself a part of it. And if we can dis- 
cover what the writer is teaching by these sublime represen- 
tations, then we have the meaning of the text itself; for, as 
is the whole so are the parts. Both sides admit that John 
predicts the triumph of a cause; they only differ as to the 
manner in which that triumph shall be accomplished. 

Ancient and modem pre-millennialists difier among them- 
selves whether it will be a resurrection of the martys only, 
as stated in the text. Most modems hold that it will be a 
resurrection of all the righteous who wiU have died. If the 
plenaiy and verbal inspiration of the New Testament be a 
fact, it cannot mean a literal, real resurrection, since that 
would be to overthrow the absolute harmony and consistency 
of reveUition, and that too by one confessedly obscure and 
ambiguous text against a host of witnesses both direct and 
circumstantial. 

On the opening of the fifth seal (Rev. vL 9-110 John saw 
under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the w<Nnd 
of Grod, and for the testimony which they held ; and they cried 
with a loud voice, saying, ^' How long, Lord, holy and 
troe, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth I And white robes were given unto every 
one of them, and it was said unto them that they should rest 
yet for a little season, until their fellow-servants also and 
their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be 
fulfilled." 

*' And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judg- 
ment was given unto them ; and I saw the souls of them 
that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word 
of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his 
image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads 
nor in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and 
holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection; on him the 
second death hath no powep, but they shall be priests of God 
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and of Chriflfe, and thej shall reign with him a thonsand years." 
— ^Rev. XX. 4-6. 

The persons seen in both yisions are the martyrs of Jesns, 
seen in the state of the dead, slain for the word of (jod. In 
the first vision John hears them crying for judgment; in the 
second the appeal is answered, the judgment is given. ^^ And 
I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was 
given nnto them." The first party, those who snfiered for 
Christ nnder Rome pagan, make the affecting appeal for 
judgment against their destroyers; white robes, emblems of 
acceptance and parity, are given them. They are informed 
that there is another party of brethren to be killed as they 
were, nnder the same power, in its papal form of persecating 
omelty against Christ in his people. The judgment sought 
by the one party, and promised when their brethren and fel- 
low-servants Avould be sUdn, is given to both parties together, 
on them that dwdl on the ecarth^ in the destruction of the anti- 
christian apostasy, and the reign of peace — the millemiial 
kingdom. The two parties of sufferers are weU-defined; the 
eras in which they lived and suffered distinctly marked. Un- 
der the beast in hb pagan form the general mode of capital 
punbhment was by beheading, and the crime, in the opinion 
of then: murderers, ^* for the testimony of Jesus and for the 
word of Grod." Heathenism against Christianity. But in 
the second party, in the judgment of Rome papal, there Is 
nothing said about the testimony of Jesus and the word of 
God as constitnting their crime, bat '^ they had not wor^ 
shipped the beast, neither his image, neither had they received 
his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands." This formed 
their offence ; for these they were slain in any and every way 
suited to the genius and malignity of their murderers. None 
of them died a nataral death. Both these parties shoald be 
killed before the judgment, for which the first party had 
pleaded, could be given. 

Now, if judgment given to them be the answer to the peti- 
tion in the doleful cry from under the altar, " How long, 
Lord, holy and just, dost thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth 1" On pre-miilennial 
prindplea it is no answer at all, for the cry is, that theur 
blood shoald be revenged on them that dwell on the earth — 
their destroyers; but they are not here personally, conse- 
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quendy the judgment is not peraonaL Also the martyrs that 
goffered under the papal system, their time came when they 
should get judgment on the destroyers that destroyed the earth, 
John sees the judgment given, but the destroyers are not 
present to receive it. In neither case are the persons doing 
the wrong, murdering the saints, present: therefore, neither 
the murdered samts nor their murderers are present in thdr 
own proper persons, but both parties, arc present in their 
successors; for, the absence of one party being granted, the 
presence of the other cannot be maintained. 

Example: *^ Rejoice over Aer, thou heaven, and ye holy 
apostles and prophets; for Grod hath avenged ^o» of her. He 
hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with 
her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants 
at her hand." Here the blood of his servants is avenged, 
not at the hand of those who shed it, which should be if per- 
sons were intended. It is the Church of the living Grod, the 
pillar and ground of the truth, that is avenged and vindicated, 
raised to new life, eminence, supremacy and glory; it is the 
agency, the systems, that oppressed, persecuted her, on which 
the vengeance fidls, as embodied in those by whose agency 
Satan exerted his malignity against Jehovah and against his 
Christ; but the millennial resurrection takes the power poli- 
tically and morally from the oppressors, the destroyers, and 
gives it to the saints of the Most High a thousand years. 
The Devil's party, which so long tormented tod destroyed 
the saints, wUl be put down; the party that was siiun rises, 
lives, triumphs. This style harmonizes with Scripture. 

The Jews have long been dead politically and nationally. 
Will they be so for ever? «'Thus saith the Lord God, 
behold, I will open your graves^ and cause yon to come up 
out of graves, and bring you into the land of Israel; and ye 
shall know that I am the Lord when I have opened your 
graves, and brought you up out of your graves, and shall 
put my spirit in yon, and ye shall live; and I will place you 
in your own land." — ^Ejsekiel, xxxviL 12, 14. *^ After two 
days will he revive us, and the tturd day will he raise us up, 
and we shall live in his sight" — Hosea, vi. 2. This re- 
surrection of Israel, which no one believes to be literal, will 
be greatly blessed to the Gentiles, ** What shall the receiving 
of them be hut life from the dead?^ Like the prodigal, they 
were dead and are alive again. 
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That this solitaiy text for a first resurrection, cannot teach 
a literal one, Is evident from the fact that the blessedness 
ascribed to the subjects of it is inconsistent with a literal 
resurrection. ^* On such the second death hath no power.^ 
This plainly teaches by implication, that all who shall not 
share in it, shall fall under the power of the second death. 
This would condemn the restored Jews and the believing 
Gentiles of the whole millennial period to die the second 
death, to perish for ever; then the literal interpretation is a 
great mistake. The insuperable difficdties involved have 
been ahreadj noticed, the good Mr. Bickersteth and others are 
compelled to leave them on earth for ever propagating the race. 

What is meant by the rest of the dead that live not during 
the thousand years? The whole representation is figurative, 
they are the party opposed to those who live and reign, they 
are defunct as to power and influence; they can no longer 
execute their own and Satan's malignity against the kingdom 
of God and his anointed — morally dashed in pieces as an 
earthen vessel, despotism is no more ; the woman that drug- 
ged the nations with her chalice filled with moral poison, and 
the beast that carried her are gone into perdition; saints and 
angeb take up their harps, the vault of heaven resounds 
with the note of triumph. 

Bishop Newton says, ** If the martyrs rise only in a spiri- 
tual sense, then the rest of the dead rise only in a spiritual 
sense, but if the rest of the dead really rise, the martyrs rise 
in the same manner." Undoubtedly; but why assume that 
the living again means the general resurrection? We have 
seen that there will be only one literal resurrection, and that 
will not be till the final apostasy will have become strong 
enough to attempt there-establishment of their power in their 
last assault on the saints of Grod. Their living agun, there- 
fore, is just the rise, progress, and efibrts to regain the su- 
premacy which they had lost during the whole millennial 
reign; Satan loosed a little season is Satan still, and he finds 
human nature the same, a plain refutation of the Adamic 
innocence theory. While this renewed revolt and assault on 
the camp of the saints, seems inconsistent with the manifes- 
tation of the personal glory of the Godhead reigning amidst 
his saints — that would be too much even for Satan. Accord- 
ing to the figurative sense, they did live after the thousand 
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yean were finished, numeroos as the sand npon the sea-shore. 
HmnaD nature nntaiight of God, and left to Satan and itself 
would realise this in a Httle season, even a centuij would be 
a little season relatively; but while grasping at their long 
lost power, sudden destruction cometh upon them and thej 
shall not escape. 

AU this accords with the nature of the Divine (rovemment, 
with the tendencies and phenomena of our fallen nature; 
leaves no insuperable difficulties, needs no critical acumen to 
maintain.it; is the unembarrassed, plain, common sense 
reading and meaning of the New Testament on these glorious 
and all absorbing subjects. 

DIFFTCULTIES OF THE PB&MILLE^^NUL ADVENT IN RELATION TO 

THE FINAL JUDGMENT. 

In this department of truth the theory encounters difficul- 
ties of no ordiuary nature; they have been, in part, noticed 
already on the subject of the resurrection, the less need be 
siud now. It is felt indeed that if a simultaneous resurrection 
and consequent final judgment follows the question is settied, 
let the unbiassed and intelligent reader examine the character 
and weight of evidence adduced on both sides, then let him 
judge; but let him remember that a subject, a truth so im- 
portant, is not based on evidence either obscure or ambiguous. 

Avuling themselves of the different senses of the word 
judge, it is affirmed that the passages which are supposed to 
teach a summary and final judgment, are to be understood in 
a judicial and administrative sense. " To rule and govern 
as a king, to protect, deliver, and avenge his people, to 
punish their enemies." Princely rule and dominion, these are 
to be the characteristics of his judgment The final judg- 
ment will, therefore, commence at the beginning, and dose 
at the end of the millennial reign. These views are so gene- 
rally held and admitted, that it is unnecessary to quote the 
autiiors. 

Among the modem advocates of these vie?rs, the excellent 
Mede seems to be the first, he has been universally followed 
on that side; it is true indeed, that the word judge is used 
in various senses, though never losing sight of its primitive 
meaning — from sifting gram to the act which doses aU 
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mortal affitirs. Bat will it be contended that in snch con- 
nection as the following it bears an undefined meaning. 
'^ God commanded ns to preach nnto the people and to testify 
that it was He that was ordained of Qod, the jndge of qnick 
and dead. He hath appointed a daj in which he will jndge 
the world in righteonsness, by that man whom he hath or- 
duned, the evidence of which is given to all men in raising 
bun from the dead." — ^Acts, z. 42; xviL 31. 

It will not be maintained that in these and similar state- 
ments it has a donbtfhl meaning; what the jndge is, he does 
it as a jndge; his administration is not over the dead, as the 
dead, therefore, what he does in this character to the living, 
he does to the dead, raised np, the act b one, sammaiy and 
final. 

Conceding to Mr. Dallas of Wonston, for the sake of iQns- 
tration, that the words in the 25th of Matthew, which he 
woold translate '•^aUtht hecUhen,^^ instead of *' edl nations^^'* 
are rightly translated; as the Church is to be taken up be- 
fore that cession of judgment shall commence; then there 
will remain none bat all the heathen, and all the Jews. Let 
Mr. Dallas grant that all the heathen will be there, and that 
the decision will afiect them aU. This he cannot denj, with- 
out impeaching either the accuracy of the Judge, or his 
historian. If, then, the decision will consign both the sheep 
and the goats to their final destiny, where shall those nations 
be found, whose evangelization is to be effected during the 
millennium, the Jews being the missionaries? Those on 
the right hand, Mr. Dallas tells us, ore not Chritttiana^ yet 
they are sheep Ueaaed of the Father^ and as snch, are* ad- 
dressed, *^ Come, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world.'' And what is this kingdom, 
according to Mr. DaUas? Come, inherit the sovereignty 
described in the first chapter of Genesis—'' Have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, ^ They are set apart as the new 
stock of the generation of Adam, whom he will educate for 
a thousand years, without the ii^nence of the devil to coun- 
teract a dispensation of nght; these are the new stock of 
mankind for the i estored earth." 

But some pre-mlilemiialist will say, *' We do not agree 
with all Mr. DaUas writes on this subject" True, brethren, 
I know you cannot, bat what better can yon give ns on this 

D 
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passage, if yoa will not admit its obyioas meaning, forced 
on yon by the natnre of the statement, as well as by the 
monstrous inconsistencies to which you are compiled to 
resort, in maintaining yoar theories. 

Will ye still maintain that this last paragraph of the 25th 
of Matthew is a first session, or merely a judicial procedure? 
Or are those goats disposed of for ever? Then they will have 
no resurrection, for they had not time to die. AVill they be 
taken up at the close of your dispensation? Will they be re- 
judged and re-sentenced, and cast back again into the place 
whence they were taken? And if all the heathen of the earth 
are thus disposed of at the first session, whence come G<^ 
and Magog, those troublesome costomers, as stated in a 
former section? 

Brethren, the New Testament is not written to afford food 
for the specnlatist; and its sacred contents ought not to be 
subjected to the rules of the Forum, but taken csquo animo^ 
in good faith, to guide the meek in judgment. Our Lord, in 
referring to written testimony, never asked, how understand- 
est thou? "but how readest thou?" Thus it is written, the 
Scripture saith so. Now what plain reader of the 25th of 
Matthew, and all the passages of like nature, would come to 
conclusions snch as have been quoted. Or what simple-minded 
Christian would discover the wonders of the millennial advent 
and its results, as held and published to the world as all gospel 
by great names, and even by Christian men. Such is the 
vice of system-making; men learning from each other, and 
not from the living oracle: '* I get it there." How do you 
get? By putting things together, taking words and phrases 
out of their connection — mixing the plain ^th the meta- 
phorical — controling the plain and obvious by the obscure and 
ambiguous, like good Mr. Birks, who admits that his faith 
is subjected to a severe trial in resting so vast a subject on 
one solitary text — obscure and ambiguous. Now we mun- 
tain that one final, summary, and eternal judgment strikes 
us in the New Testament, as if written in words of fire. 

*' That thou mightest be justified in thy saying, and dear 
when thou art judged," unfolds a great principle sacred to 
the divine government; the assertion and vindication of his 
own rectitude in his administration, are frequently presented 
to nsy in Scripture, as inseparably ^nnected in Uie whole 
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procedure of the Almighty. No single attribute ever be- 
comes the rale of his condact, bat the harmony of the 
whole; *'what it becomes him to do." He is not indifferent 
as to the opinion his creatares form of him — ^far otherwise. 
They have not shrank from impeaching the rectitude of his 
condact in the two great departments of his government — 
Providence and grace. The apparent inequality of rewards 
and panishments in then: relation to virtue and vice, with a 
seeming partiality to nations and individuals. The Most 
High is jealous of his honour and glory. It is no recent in- 
salt offered to him that ** his ways are onequaL" It is ne- 
cessary to his own infinite blessedness, and to the happiness 
of all holy beings, '^ That he shonld be justified in Ids say- 
ings, and clear when he is judged." This can be done only 
'' in the last day." This is maintained in one of the earliest 
predictions. '^£noch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied 
of these, saying, behold, the Lord cometh with ten thou- 
sands, myriads of his saints, to execute judgment upon all, 
and convince all that are nngodly among them, of all their 
ungodly deeds which they have impiously committed, and of 
all their hard speeches, which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him."'^ade, 14, 15. When he shall come— a£ his 
coming. Je, Cuphas, and council shall see the Son com- 
ing, <&c. ; when the Son of Man shall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit on the throne 
of hb glory," &c Not in Jerusalem, but where there will 
be ample space for the infinite host; then the last day will 
have come. All the subjects of moral government are eter- 
nally interested in its resalts, not one of them can be absent 

For Sodom and Qomorrah it will be more tolerable in that 
day, than for Oapemaum, Ghorazin and Bethsaida; then these 
must all be there — there together to witness and to receive 
judgment according to their deeds — ^their resurrection, there- 
fore, will take place at the coming of the Lord — ^his voice 
will call them into life. '* All that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice, and come forth." 

The object of the jndgment at the dose of the mediatorial 
administration, is to render to all the subjects of judgment ac- 
cording to their deeds, to justify God in his government and 
ways, and to restore the moral world to order, which has 
been distorbed by sin; that all might redound to the " glory 
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of his grace, to the intent that nnto the piiacipalities and 
powers, in heavenly pkoes, might be known by the chmch, 
the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal par- 
pose, which he porposed in Christ Jesns oar Ix)id." This 
purpose cannot be completed, till the jodgment wiU have 
taken place, the mediatorial sovereignty delivered op, and 
Jehovah become all in all — as before moral evil had db- 
tnri)ed the order of creation— 4he greatest evil oveioome, 
and made subservient to the manifestation of the fulness of 
the Godhead. Then the happy dioirs above^ will exdaim, 
*^ Great and marveUoos ase thy works, Lord God Alm%hty, 
jnst and trne are thy ways, thou King of saints." 

Who are to be judged? first, the riighteous. In what sense 
are they to be judged? In aU ages they have been hated by 
their enemies, proscribed, persecuted; in the degree they 
faithfully stood for then: Lord, they have appeared to the worid 
as he did, receiving the same treatment in their measnie. 
They will be vindicated, in the judgment, their principles wiU 
be vindicated. The accuser of the brethren and his party 
wHl witness it, and this will augment their misery. Redeemed 
and justified by ku blood; accepted in the Beloved, '^ who 
shall Uy any thing to the charge of God's elect?" AH their 
sins forgiven, only their good works, the fruits of faith, the 
proo& of th^ love, will appear. They confessed Jesus; he 
will confess them before the Father and the holy angels ; while 
at the same time those who denied hhn before men, preferring 
the present life to the future, he will deny them in the pre- 
sence of the holy angels. The transaction is one; and the 
righteoasness of God is equally concerned in recompensing 
his persecuted people with rest, as in recompensing to thdr 
persecutors tribulation in that day *' when he wiH come to be 
glorified in his saints, and admired in ail them that believe.'* 
—2 Thess. L 5-10. 

As it is affirmed that the saints will not be judged, I se- 
lect one passage out of many to settle that question, hoping 
that the beloved and dear brethren for whom this is especMtlfy 
intended will not be offended, admitting with me that truth 
must take precedence, even of brotheriy afiection. *^ Bat 
why dost thoo judge thy brother, or why dost thou set at 
nought thy brother? For we shall all stand before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ So then every one of ua shall give an 
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account of himself to God"— Rom. xiv. 10-12. This is 
embosomed in an exhortation against judging one another, 
and the exhortation is founded on the fact, that this is the 
prerogative of God, who will certainlj exercise it. There is 
no possibility, therefore, of disproving this position. 

The fallen angels will be judged. ''And the angels that 
kept not their first estate, njy a^x^v, sonrce, author, Crod^ 
but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting 
chains, nnder darkness, nnto the judgment of the great day." 
— Jude 6. Peter, also, speaking of the false prophets that 
were to arise, and wicked professors, corrupting the faith, 
and making merchandise of the people — adds, *' whose judg- 
ment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation 
slnmbereth not. For if God spared not the angels that sin- 
ned, bat cast them down to Hades, and delivered them into 
chuns of darkness to be reserved nnto judgment." — 2 Peter, 
u. 4. These, with all those who know not God and obey 
not the Gospel of onr Lord Jesus Christ, form, essentially, bat 
one party; they shall be judged to condemnation, and pu- 
nished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the ^ory of his power in that day. 

Then the adoption, the redemption of the saints will be 
complete in the redemption of their bodies, the groans of 
creation will cease. On the great presentation day, the Gap- 
tain of Salvation having brought many sons to glory will say, 
'' Here am I, and the children thou hast given me." Then 
all holy beings will form one fiemiily, the saints nearest to 
God. 

DIFnCULTIES OF THE PBE-ICILLENNIAL ADVENT, IN RELATION TO 
SBOOND PETER, m. SOME PROMINENT PARTS OF THE THEORY 
ARE WHOLLY IRRBOONaLABLE WFTH THE OBVIOUS MEANING 
OP THIS CHAPTER. 

If any part or parts of oar theories require as to give a mean- 
ing, gloss, or paraphrase of the word of God, that it may 
seem to teach the same views which we hold, and square with 
oar theories, nothing more is necessary to prove that we are 
wrong. 

Because Peter, quoting the 90th Psalm, writes, '* One day 
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thoosand years 

D 3 
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as one day,'' therefore the jadgment wOl last a thousand jean^ 
beginning in the morning and endixig in the eyening. This 
is sorely a non aequitur. It is not said, '* One daj ii a thou- 
sand years, and a thousand jeais one daj." Peter was not 
writing about the length of the daj of judgmentp bat meeting 
the objection of the scoflfors as to the slackness of the Lord 
m coming. Then to quote a text for a purpose not intended 
hj the Spirit is a haswdoos act, to say no worse of it. 

Fh>m the past and present stability of creation they encour- 
aged themsdves in their wid»dness by inferring its eternity, 
that there would be no judgment, no change. Peter reminds 
them of an historic &ct, attested by the oondition of theeardi 
in every region: that the worid whidi then was, oonsisting 
of land and water, being oyerfiowed with water, its inhabi- 
tants perished, it, at the same time, undergcxng immense 
changes. This judgment was Inought on that generation for 
the wickedness that had been accumulating in past ages. 

The present earth and visible heavens, by Uie same word 
that destroyed the former world, are kept in store, reserved 
like a mighty magazine to the day of judgment and perdition 
of ungodly men. The apparent delay in the execution of 
vengeance evinces the compassion of the Supreme. He is 
not willing that any should perish 1 How gradous and mer- 
ciful I 

*•*• But the day of the Lord will come as a tiiief in the 
night The Lord is not slack but long suffsring. But the 
day will come in the which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned 
up." 

The heavens being on fire shall be dissolved; taking the 
lowest possible view of this, it teaches the destruction of the 
elements which compose our present atmosphere, without 
which animal life cannot exist. Could even the ocean escape 
in such a mighty conflagration, pladng the earth in the centre 
of a furnace 44 miles deep, then there would remain no 
water, consequently no vegetation for animal inhabitants. 
The passage teaches the dissolution of the earth's physical 
constitation and external aspect, its vegetable matter des- 
troyed, humanity could not exist on it; but our brethren 
admit and teach that during the millennium the ear& will 
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be extremelj popnlons, and this is trae — bat this conflagra- 
tion will prodace sach a change as will not adapt it to the con- 
dition and wants of mortals, bat to the condition of beings 
when mortality shall be swallowed up of life. 

Oar brethren in their descriptions of the earth daring the 
millennial reign, represent it geographically and topographi- 
cally pretty much the same bs it was thoosands of years ago, 
and nearly as at present, perhaps more fndtfiil, the coise 
being partly if not wholly removed. Bat Peter represents 
it and all the works thereof as already dissolyed, fosed; 
conseqaently its adaption to animal existence totally destroyed. 
The old boandaries and demarcations between kingdoms^ 
states, and nations, where will they be? The rich dnstres 
and branches of Eschol, so far sorpassing those of ancient 
days of which so mach is said, where will they be fonnd? 
The extensive earing and abandant harvest, how prodaced, 
when the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved and the 
elements melt with fervent heat? thas changing the condition 
of the physical earth from its original adaptation to the wants 
and life of the haman family. 

Again, amidst a ouiversal delage of fire how shall the 
Jews be preserved, together with those Crentile nations that 
are to be converted after the raptare of the Church ; those 
nations too, who will finally arise as another race of apostates ? 
What God can do, is no aaswer to what he has said he will 
do. 

Some admit the difficalty, and therefore maintain that the 
conflagration most be post-millennial; among these are Mr. 
Bargh and Mr. Tyso, bat they have to encounter the plain 
words of Peter speaking by the Holy Ghost? ^' The day of 
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night, in which day the 
heaveos shall pass sway." And the thoosand-year day has 
been taken firom them, it can give no support Others have 
imagined that a mode of escape may be provided. Mr. Brooks 
thinks it was qaite as difficult to have conceived how any 
could be saved from an universal deluge before a ship or a 
boat had been constructed. — Brookt^ Elm, 249* Few can 
see, and fewer still admit the analogy. 

Some restrict the conflagration to the praj^idic earth or 
the old Boman world, as Mr. Maitland limits, '^ Every eye 
shall see Jesus at his ooming," thus, every eye in Christendonu 



80 THE IXFFICULTIES OP TB£ 

Moees was instnicted to write that the ddnge was oni- 
yeroal, Peter writing at the dictation of the Spurit maintuns 
the same, the later geological debris and fossil remains esta- 
blish the truth of the Mosaic narratiye. And it is clear that 
a mass of water sufficient to cover one-half of the globe, 
anffident to submerge the mountain of Arrarat^ rising fifteen 
oubits above it; the diurnal and centrifugal motions of our 
earth both in the same direction with the flux of the sea, 
would BO affect the confluent body, that, according to its 
own innate property of findmg its own level, and the laws of 
gravitation, in less than one hundred and fifty days, the time 
the waters prevailed, there must have been a shoreless oc^an. 
Brethren must be sorely pressed when they venture into the 
enemy^s camp for arms against each other, but the anns 
which brethren borrow from the enemy by which to wound 
each other, have been already used and may again, to assail 
the integrity of *'the futh once delivered to the saints.*' 

To me it has always been an invincible objection to the 
doctrine, that the canon or rule of interpretation employed in 
making out the theories at which the pre-millennialists arrive, 
may be used, and has been used to support doctrines subversive 
of the faith. Many who began well have erred grievously, and 
now slumber in the delusion of universalism, while the sentence 
of eternal death, (hair-hung), is suspended over them. 

In the noble language of Paul, ^^The whole creation groan- 
eth and travaileth in pain together, and that too, in common 
with the saints, waiting for the manifestation of the sons of 
€rod ; for while they wait in hope for the adoption, the consum- 
mation and proof of it, namely, the redemption of their bodies 
from the grave; the physical creation sympathizes with them, 
for then its subserviency to vanity, to moral evil, and its con- 
sequences will terminate, and it will share in its measure in 
the glorious liberty of the children of Grod." — Rom. viiL 19- 
23. But the sons of God will be manifested at the resur- 
rection, as we have seen proved by pre-miilenialists them- 
selves; therefore, when they shall have been manifested, the 
reign of sin, with its consequences, will have for ever termi- 
nated ; the conflagration will have cleared, purged the phy- 
sical earth from every vestige of it. 

Then the vision with which the beloved disciple was fa- 
voured, will be realised agreeably to the intention of God. 
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**Aiid I saw a new hearen and a new earth; for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away, and there was 
no more sea. And I John, saw the holj city, new Jerusa- 
lem, coming down from God ont of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a voice ont of 
heaven, saying, Behold the tabemade of Grod is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
And God shall wipe away all tears irom their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor ciying, nei- 
ther shall there be any more pain; for the former things are 
passed away. And he that sat upon the throne, said. Be- 
hold I make all things new; and he said unto me. Write, 
for these words are true and faithful" — Revelation xxL 1-^. 

If the plain testimony of God, delivered to us in clear and 
precise terms, is to command our implicit faith, without note 
or comment, it has been proved in the preceding pages, that 
Christ is a king, has a kingdom, a kingdom of grace while he 
rules over all worlds, that he w£U continue so to rule in grace 
and power, till he brings the many sons to glory, that his 
church, consisting of himself and his people, did not, and could 
not corrupt itself; that this dispensation, which is the perfec- 
tion of infinite wisdom and goodness, will not be superseded, 
that there will be no re-institution of sacrifice, that the king- 
dom of grace will put forth all its virtue, and display its effici- 
ency during the millennium — ^that all the righteous and all 
the wicked shall stand at the same time before the judgment- 
seat of Christ, that the judgment past, the conflagration will 
take place, the new heaven and new earth succeed, ushering 
in the eternal and unchangeable state. May we be accepted 
by him in that day! 



QUESTIONS. 

1. What is the Kingship of Christ, and what is the king- 
dom over which he will reign? 

Thb question, which embraces two important subjects, has 
received a Scriptural answer in the two first sections of this 
work. 

2. Who form the Church, the Bride, who will reign with 
Christ? 

Answer. — All his people, from the first to the last This 
also has received a fdl answer; and it is indeed surprising 
that any Christian, acquainted with the New Testament, 
should ask such a question. 

3. What portions of Scripture tell us that Christianity will 
be progressive, and that there will be a universal spread of 
piety and blessedness before the judgment of 2 Thess., Rev. 
xi., or xix. 15? 

Answer. — As to the judgments to which this question re- 
fers, since '* the Father hath not entrusted to me the times 
and the seasons," the secrets which he hath kept *4n his own 
power," / will not add to the multitude of those who, pro- 
phesying from the prophecies, and forming new theories, con- 
jectures and guesses, have almost succeeded in rendering sub- 
jects, in themselves sacred and awful, trite, and almost dis- 
tasteful. 

The Holy Spirit teaches us that, as the prophecy comes 
not by the will of man, so the will or wisdom of man cannot 
solve it It is not }diae Mr/Xivi2^ its own expounder, its own 
solution, but solved or exphuned by the event or events pre- 
dicted ; therefore, merely human guesses or expositions can- 
not be taken in evidence either for or against any doctrine, 
but plain truth delivered in historic language. 

It is ours to watch and trace the footsteps of the Eternal, 
while he brings to pass his great designs; but experience 
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teaches as that we can no more anticipate him in the progress 
^f events than we can take the reins of government ont of his 
hands. 

That great and terrible judgments will nsher in the great 
Sabbatism of peace, in the destmction of despotisms, both 
% political and ecclesiastical, is admitted on all sides. Bat the 
, Lord's people have a hiding place; trusting in him they are 
safe. These judgments will make way for the angel having 
the everlasting Gospel to preach unto all nations, that the 
promises of God, big with mercy, may bring faith, salvation, 
and consommate the councils of Jehovah, in bringing all 
iJiings into subjection to him, ^* who must reign tillaU things 
shall be put under him, subdued." 

4. In what sense should we pray, " come Lord Jesus?" 

Answered in the worL 

6. May not the meeting of the Lord and his saints in the 
air, that is, at the translation of the Church, and the mar- 
riage of the Lamb, precede his descent in judgment on the 
ungodly? 

This question, judiciously put as an hypothesis, is folly 
answered in the evidence by which the simultaneous resurrec- 
tion of all that shall be in the graves at one and the same mo- 
ment — the eternal judgment immediately succeeding. Does 
the proposer not know that the Church, the Kingdom, the 
Bride, are terms which describe the saved, all the saved an- 
der different aspects? All the members of Christ's mystical 
body, all the sheep belonging to the good Shepherd, all the 
branches of the true vine, all the living stones of the Hying 
temple. There can be no outstandmg saints after these. The 
one new man will then be complete; not a joint or limb will 
be wanting. 

In the preceding pages I am not conscious of having qnoted 
any passage of Scripture for any other purpose than that for 
. which it was origmally written. Truth is my only object. 
My Lord has commanded me, *' Take heed what ye h^.** 
I have obeyed; therefore this tract is given to the world. 
So far as it accords with his will, may the troths which H 
advocates be blest to aU who may read itl 

Watebfoed, August 20, 1853, 
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